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fjauAstal  flatting 


a  massive  typing  error 


Our  cover  coin  this  month  is  not  a  coin 
at  all,  but  is  instead  a  rare  private  token 
issue  of  Mr.  John  T.  Waterhouse  for  use  in 
Hawaii  just  over  a  hundred  years  ago.  The 
beehive  design  on  the  reverse  supposedly 
symbolizes  industry,  but  we  must  reckon  with 
the  possibility  that  it  is  simply  a  reminder  of 
one  of  Mr.  Waterhouse's  big  house  swarming 
parties.  Quien  sabe? 

This  June  Journal  is  packed  with  goodies 
and  exclusives.  The  U.S.  Guide  Line  by  Editor- 
in-Chief  R.  S.  YEOMAN  presents  the  highlights 
of  changes  that  will  appear  in  the  new  Red  Book 
to  be  released  in  July.  In  Money  at  a  Discount 
by  our  own  NEIL  SHAFER,  there  is  a  first-hand 
report  on  Federal  Food  Coupons  and  some 
previously  inedited  tokens.  V.  L.  BIGSBY's 
French  Assignat  series  brings  us  this  time  a 
story  and  a  look  at  Billets  de  Confiance,  the 
rare  emergency  issues  of  those  times.  And 
HORACE  BULL  reappears  after  a  brief  absence 
to  give  a  princely  version  of  the  Northumbrian 
Kings  of  England  in  his  ever  popular  Uneasy 
Lies  the  Head.  And  there's  more,  friends... 

COMING  SOON  IN  THE  JOURNAL... a  barrage  of 
fine  material  is  waiting  for  space — U.S.  by 
LYNN  GLASER,  Russian  by  R.  W.  JULIAN,  Mexican 
and  U.S.  by  MORT  SHAFER,  Asian  by  J.  G. 

CORNETT,  and  much  more.  Watch  for  next  month's 
Journal. . . 

NEWS  ITEM. . .progress  on  BILL  CRAIG'S 
catalog  Coins  of  the  World  1750-1850  is 
continuing,  and  we  are  hopeful  it  will  be 
released  some  time  this  month.  It  appears 
to  be  a  sellout  in  advance... 
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SPECIAL  ATTENTION  DEP'T...we  have  been 
running  WALTER  BREEN's  fine  series  of  articles 
on  Blundered  Dies  lately  without  too  much 
fanfare,  but  it's  high  time  to  make  everyone 
take  a  closer  look  at  the  material  he's 
gathered.  A  listing  such  as  this,  and  the 
accompanying  descriptions,  should  be  of  the 
highest  value  to  our  readers,  and  we  hope  his 
efforts  are  justly  appreciated.  The  same  holds 
true  for  our  many  authors  and  other  contributors 
who  give  unstintingly  of  their  knowledge  and 
skill  to  bring  worthwhile  numismatic  literature 
to  Journal  subscribers.  Hats  off  to  all... 

REGULAR  FEATURES ...  our  monthly  specials  North 
of  the  Border  by  BOB  WILLEY  and  Sterling 
Commentary  by  K.  E.  BRESSETT  turn  their  spot¬ 
lights  this  time  to  Bouquet  Sous  and  the  popular 
if  ungainly  Cartwheel  Twopenny  piece.  By  the 
way,  those  letters  F.R.N.S.  after  Mr.  Bressett's 
byline  mean  that  he's  a  Jolly  Good  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Numismatic  Society. . . 


IS  IT  TIME  TO  SELL? 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  COIN  AUCTION  SALES 

WANTED— Consignments  of  Ancients,  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Collections  or 
attractive  individual  specimens. 

REASONABLE  FEES-COMPETENT  CATALOGUING-ACCURATE  GRADING 


Your  coins  may  form  an  integral  part  of  a  definitive  specialty  catalog. 
ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  ALL  SALES  CATALOGS  AND  PRICES.  $5.00 


HENRY  CHRISTENSEN 

Hudson  County  National  Bank  Bldg., 
95  River  St.,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey 

Tele:— 201-656-2266 
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•n  uniei'  du 

" The  People  of  Israel  Lives  On . . 


This  beautiful  silver  coin  with  a  face 
value  of  five  Israel  Pounds  has  been 
issued  by  the  Bank  of  Israel 
in  commemoration  of  the 
18th  Anniversary  of  the  re¬ 
newed  independence  of  the 
State  of  Israel,  which  was 
celebrated  on  April  25th. 

The  number  eighteen  has 
particular  significance  for 
Israel  since  the  Hebrew 
characters  which  denote 
this  number  also  spell 
the  word  "Chai”, 

meaning  "life”.  In  a  reai 
sense,  then,  this  is  the 


"Crown  of  Life”.  It  bears  the  famed 
inscription:  "Am  Yisrael  Chai”  ("the 
People  of  Israel  lives  on”) 
which  is  said  to  have  orig¬ 
inated  with  King  David 
and  has  been  a  rallying 
force  for  Jews  throughout 
the  world.  The  "Crown  of 
Life”  is  the  latest  of  nine 
Israel  Independence  Day 
coins  issued  annually  since 
1958.  A  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  these  has  been 
reserved  until  Aug.  1 
for  new  subscribers  to  Israel’s 
coins  and  state  medals. 


ISRAEL  GOVERNMENT  COINS  AND  MEDALS  CORPORATION 
1 1  Keren  Hayesod  Street.  Jerusalem,  Israel 
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This  month  we  have  reviewer  William  A.  Pettit  as  our  guest. 

Monnaies  Francoises  1774-1942,  Colonies  1670-1942,  by  Victor  Guil- 
loteau.  Reprinted  by  A.  G.  van  der  Dnssen,  Kastanjelaan  24,  Bunde 
(L),  Holland.  829  pages,  of  which  329  are  plates.  $26.00. 

With  the  increased  demand  for  authoritative  reference  books  in  all 
areas  of  numismatic  interest  it  was  only  a  matter  of  time  until  the 
VG  book  on  French  coins  was  reprinted.  That  happy  day  has  now  come 
and  this  monumental  contribution  to  French  numismatics  is  available 
to  all. 

The  original  edition  came  out  in  1942  and  has  been  continuously 
elusive  to  American  collectors  of  French  material.  In  recent  years  it 
has  climbed  to. a  3-figure  price. 

This  book  catalogs  5,625  coins  of  France  and  her  colonies,  coins 
issued  by  countries  in  the  French  sphere  of  influence,  and  pattern 
coins.  With  the  various  coins  listed  chronologically  the  greatest 
strength  of  this  work  is  in  the  Revolutionary  and  Napoleonic  eras  and 
in  the  patterns  of  the  later  monarchs  and  the  3rd  Republic.  To  create 
some  order  out  of  the  various  patterns  of  the  19th  century  is  a 
phenomenal  task  in  itself.  The  design  competition  of  1848  for  20 
francs,  5  francs  and  10  centimes  gives  a  wide  range  of  interesting 
patterns  available  to  add  a  bit  of  spice  to  type  or  date  collections. 

In  dealing  with  the  colonies  VG  lists  not  only  regular  issues  and 
patterns  but  also  off-metal  pieces,  tokens  and  a  few  unofficial  issues. 

This  book  is  arranged  in  such  a  lucid  manner  that  the  French  lan¬ 
guage  is  not  a  hindrance.  Collectors  should  consider  themselves 
fortunate  that  Monnaies  Frangaises  is  again  within  the  reach  of  all. 

WILLIAM  A.  PETTIT 


La  Cartainoneta  Nello  Stato  Ponlificio ,  by  Alfredo  P.  Marcon.  Edizione 
Marte,  Rome,  Italy,  1965.  101  pages,  illustrated,  hard  binding,  large 
octavo,  $4.80. 

A  little-known  but  highly  significant  series  of  paper  money  was 
issued  for  the  Pontifical  State  in  Rome  late  in  the  18th  Century.  Two 
institutions  participated  in  this  series;  the  present  volume  covers 
those  notes  issued  by  the  Sacro  Monte  Di  Pieta  Di  Roma.  (Issues  ol 
the  Banco*  di  S.  Spirito  will  be  contained  in  a  future  publication.) 

Though  written  in  Italian,  the  reader  should  have  no  trouble  in  fol¬ 
lowing  the  author  through  the  short  historical  chapters  at  the  begin¬ 
ning,  which  lead  into  the  lists  of  paper  money  issues,  dates  and  de¬ 
nominations  for  each  emission.  Later  in  the  book  is  the  Appendix  of 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  JUNE,  1966 


PAGE  373 


Documents,  a  very  engrossing  section  which  shows  exact  copies  of  the 
original  Papal  Edicts  authorizing  these  issues. 

Illustrations  in  original  color  are  also  contained  in  this  Appendix; 
there  are  a  number  of  them  and  they  are  of  such  high  quality  that  if 
they  were  to  be  lifted  from  their  pages  and  enlarged,  they  \Vould 
easily  pass  for  genuine.  These  illustrations  alone  are  almost  worth 
the  price  of  the  book.  N.S. 


Wooden  Nickels,  or.  The  Decline  and  Fall  of  Silver  Coins,  by  William 
F.  Rickenbacker,  Arlington  House,  New  Rochelle,  New  York,  1966. 
Hard  cover,  191  pages,  $3.95. 

First  of  all,  the  title  of  this  book  is  not  a  happy  one.  Numismatists 
may  not  immediately  grasp  the  satirical  reference  to  our  country’s 
debased  silver  coinage.  A  financial  man  or  economist  will  probably  rec¬ 
ognize  this  disparaging  phrase  as  it  was  implied  by  the  author.  A  coin 
collector  will  probably  think  the  volume  actually  covers  Wooden 
Money,  a  more  or  less  popular  realm  of  interest  in  our  hobby. 

This  work  is  an  attempt  to  appraise  the  effect  of  the  abandonment  of 
silver  on  our  coinage  and  economy.  It  is  a  book  written  for  current  con¬ 
sumption.  The  author  will  have  to  write  another  book  in  a  year  or  two, 
as  there  are  many  assumptions  about  what  will  happen  to  our  silver 
supplies,  the  market  price  when  the  Treasury  stock  is  exhausted,  the 
effects  of  inflation,  and  hoarding  of  silver  coins  by  the  public. 

The  jacket  of  the  book  warns  the  reader  that  statements  inside  will 
“make  the  money  managers  squirm.”  The  author  applies  the  test  of 
truth  to  each  myth:  coin  collectors  are  ganging  up  on  us;  mints  can’t 
keep  up  with  the  population  growth;  the  vending  machine  operators 
are  vindictive;  the  international  silver  hunger  is  sucking  us  dry. 

This  is  not  the  work  of  a  numismatic,  but  a  38  year  old  senior 
editor  of  NATIONAL  REVIEW  whose  background  knowledge  has 
been  gained  as  a  Wall  Street  research  analyst  and  an  investment  ad¬ 
visor.  The  book  should  be  of  interest  to  coin  collectors  as  an  arms- 
length  view  and  commentary  on  coins  purely  as  a  circulating  medium. 
A  key  precept  of  Mr.  Richenbacker  is  that  coins  should  be  a  long-term 
store  of  value,  which  we  have  now  lost.  A  hint  of  this  contrasting  point 
of  view  is  his  appraisal  that  the  1964  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  is  being 
hoarded  because  it  has  a  potential  high  value  for  its  silver  content, 
whereas  the  numismatic  appraisal  of  this  coin  is  that  it  will  not  have 
a  real  future  “value”  because  too  many  were  made  and  because  most 
of  this  hoarding  is  prompted  by  sentiment  for  our  martyred  president 
on  a  world-wide  basis. 

The  author  is  probably  correct  when  he  comments  that  the  adminis¬ 
tration  does  not  understand  mass  psychology,  but  we  are  inclined  to 
disagree  that  the  change  of  mind  regarding  the  45  million  new  silver 
dollars  was  “a  lie.”  We  would  accept  the  term  “confused”  as  justified 
by  the  realization  that  they  faced  an  economic  inconsistency.  We  don’t 
go  along  with  statements  which  make  out  a  picture  colored  all  black 
or  all  white. 

He  is  on  solid  ground  when  he  states  that  recent  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  troubles  have  stemmed  from  economic  (silver  shortage,  booming 
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economy,  growth  of  population,  procrastination)  problems,  and  that 
the  government  tried  to  slay  the  ant  with  the  proverbial  sledge 
hammer  when  it  chose  remedies  that  concern  only  the  two  or  three 
percent  of  the  flow  of  coins  handled  by  the  collector. 

There  is  a  great  deal  more,  interesting  to  the  layman  but  old  stuff 
to  the  numismatist. 

At  the  end  of  the  volume  there  are  notes,  a  glossary  of  financial  (not 
numismatic)  terms  and  an  appendix  which  is  a  series  of  extracts  from 
the  Treasury  Staff  Study  of  Silver  and  Coinage.  R.S.Y. 


Cedulas  Brasileiras  da  Republica ,  Banco  do  Brasil  S.A.  and  Museu  e 
Arquivo  Historico,  1965.  Soft  cover,  large  octavo;  112  pages,  illustrated. 

It  is  encouraging  to  see  the  many  publications  that  are  appearing  in 
the  field  of  paper  money.  It  seems  that  a  number  of  countries  are  pro¬ 
viding  for  such  books  through  their  central  banks,  government  printers 
or  other  appropriate  departments.  One  of  the  very  latest  to  be  released 
is  the  present  volume  put  out  through  the  auspices  of  the  Bank  of 
Brazil  and  the  Historical  Museum  and  Archives. 

Attractively^  printed  in  large  format,  this  book  covers  all  issues  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  Republic  and  the  National  Treasury.  There  are  illustra¬ 
tions  and  detailed  specifications  of  over  a  hundred  different  note  issues 
made  since  1890.  Each  listing  shows  the  face  and  back  of  the  note  along 
with  details  concerning  its  dates  of  issue  and  circulation,  size,  color, 
type  of  printing,  printer  and  comments  where  appropriate.  No  bank 
issues  are  included. 

Though  the  textual  matter  is  entirely  in  Portuguese,  this  does  not 
seem  to  present  any  special  hindrance  to  the  use  of  the  book.  As  a 
record  of  Brazilian  paper  money  issued  by  the  National  Treasury,  it  is 
an  indispensable  reference.  N.S. 
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I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial 
collections,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare 
individual  items.  If  you  have  any  of  this 
material  available,  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  contact  me. 

Excellent  offerings  of  early  U.S. 
coins,  colonials  and  paper  money 
for  type  collectors  and  die  variety 
specialists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condition. 


Want  Lists  Invited — Prompt  Response 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite  careful  inspection 
of  our  approval  selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colonial  coins  and  paper 
money  to  special  order  for  the  individual  collector.  May  we  have  references, 
please? 


Let  me  make  offers  for 
your  nice  early  U.S.  and 
colonial  coins.  You  will  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 


(Uclta/id  PicJzesi 


Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  123 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 

You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 
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United.  States 
Coin  Value 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 

SPECIAL  JOURNAL  FEATURE 
THE  NEW  1967  RED  BOOK— 

A  PREVIEW 

Collecting  interests  relating  to  United  States  coins  vary  from  year  to 
year,  and  the  Red  Book  Valuation  Committee  was  especially  aware  this 
time  of  any  increased  or  decreased  activity  in  certain  series  at  its  April 
meeting.  As  in  past  years,  nearly  fifty  panelists  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  furnished  pricing  guides  reflecting  their  surveys  of  present 
United  States  market  conditions.  The  Twentieth  Edition  of  A  Guide 
Book  of  TJnitefL  States  Coins  will  present  as  accurate  a  picture  as  pos¬ 
sible  of  the  market  as  these  top  authorities  view  it. 

As  a  special  Journal  feature,  we  are  pleased  to  record  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  paragraphs  a  few  preview  notes  summarizing  the  revisions  that 
will  be  found  in  the  1967  Red  Book. 

Colonial  Coins.  Were  fairly  active  and  up  approximately  15% 
straight  across  the  board.  Rarer  coins  which  have  not  been  sold  during 
the  past  year  did  not  reflect  the  increase. 

Half  Cents.  In  general  demand  by  both  the  date  and  type  collector. 
Prices  up  about  10%  across  the  board. 

Large  Cents.  Generally  up  in  value  for  all  grades.  Coins  in  lower 
grade  condition  showed  an  increase  of  approximately  5%,  while  higher 
grade  coins  were  up  10%.  The  1843  obverse  of  1842  reverse  of  1844 
in  Unc.  condition  showed  the  most  dramatic  price  increase,  going  from 
$275  to  $400. 

Indian  Head  Cents.  The  general  lack  of  interest  in  this  series  by  the 
date  collector  resulted  in  a  downward  trend  in  prices  for  coins  in  lower 
grades  of  condition.  Prices  remained  steady  for  coins  in  the  Unc.  and 
Proof  categories. 

Lincoln  Cents.  The  market  has  been  weak  and  unsteady.  Prices  down 
in  lower  grades  but  holding  steady  in  Unc.  Some  of  the  key  dates  down 
by  as  much  as  10%.  A  few  prices  did  go  up,  particularly  early  Proof 
coins.  Nearly  all  late  date  Unc.  prices  are  down.  Prices  of  coins  in 
lower  grades  of  condition  were  added  to  the  1930’s  and  1940’s. 

Two  Cent  Pieces.  Becoming  more  popular  by  the  date  collector  and 
prices  slightly  higher  throughout  the  entire  series. 

Three  Gent  Nickel.  Unc.  and  Proof  coins  showing  a  slightly  upward 
price  trend. 

Shield  Nickels,  Liberty  Nickels  and  Buffalo  Nickels.  Prices  holding 
steady  in  lower  grades  of  condition,  up  slightly  in  Unc.  and  Proof 
categories. 
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Jefferson  Nickels.  Many  prices  down  for  dates  in  Unc.  and  Proof 
condition.  Prices  of  coins  in  lower  conditions  remain  unchanged. 

Three  Cents  Silver.  In  strong  demand  by  type  collectors.  Prices  up 
10%  to  20%  in  Unc.  and  Proof  categories.  Other  values  remain  un¬ 
changed  as  date  enthusiasts  continue  to  bypass  the  series. 

Half  Dimes.  Values  of  early  dates  are  up  in  lower  grades  of  condi¬ 
tion  as  demand  increases  for  type  specimens.  In  the  later  dates,  prices 
are  up  somewhat  in  the  Good  category  and  up  considerably  in  the  Unc. 
and  Proof  grades.  This  seems  to  reflect  a  strange  situation  in  which 
half  dimes  are  needed  by  the  normal  group  of  type  collectors  wanting 
coins  in  choice  condition  and  a  second  group  wanting  inexpensive  type 
coins  of  low  quality. 

Early  Dimes.  For  the  earliest  types,  only  minor  increases  were  in 
evidence.  In  the  later  series,  Unc.  and  Proof  specimens  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  type  show  an  upward  trend.  The  1829-1837  type  up  approxi¬ 
mately  20%  in  Unc. 

Barber  Dimes.  Prices  up  slightly  in  Unc.  and  Proof  grades.  No  price 
changes  for  circulated  coins. 

Mercury  Dimes.  Practically  no  changes  whatsoever.  The  1942/1  up 
$25  in  Unc. 

Roosevelt  Dimes.  Proof  prices  adjusted.  No  other  changes  in  this 
series. 

Twenty  Cent  Pieces.  In  strong  demand  as  type  coins.  Values  up  10% 
to  20%  in  all  conditions. 

Early  Quarters.  Prices  slightly  up,  indicating  some  demand  for  these 
by  type  collectors.  Strong  demand  for  bust  type  coins  in  Unc.  condition. 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters.  Prices  generally  steady.  A  few  upward 
changes  in  Unc.  and  Proof. 

Barber  Quarters.  Prices  up  slightly  in  Extremely  Fine,  Unc.  and 
Proof  categories.  $10  seems  to  be  a  new  base  price  for  E.F.  coins  and 
$32.50  for  Unc. 

Liberty  Standing  Quarters.  Early  dates  up  in  all  grades.  Later  dates 
up  in  Unc.  only. 

Washington  Quarters.  Values  of  early  dates  up.  Middle  and  later 
dates  remain  steady. 

Early  Half  Dollars.  This  entire  series  was  carefully  studied  and 
many  prices  adjusted.  Most  of  these  show  an  upward  trend.  A  few 
new  varieties  were  added  to  the  listings.  Coins  in  better  grade  condi¬ 
tion  continue  to  rise,  particularly  Unc.  and  Proof  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

Barber  Half  Dollars.  In  strong  demand  by  both  type  and  date  col¬ 
lectors.  Minor  adjustments,  mostly  upward,  in  the  lower  grades.  Gen¬ 
erally  up  in  higher  grades,  especially  Unc.  and  Proof.  $75  is  a  new 
base  price  for  an  Uncirculated  type  coin. 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar.  Very  popular  in  all  grades  and  up 
significantly  for  every  date.  Apparently  one  of  the  most  active  United 
States  series  at  this  time.  Prices  for  E.F.  coins  now  included  for  every 
date.  V.F.  grade  pricing  added  to  later  dates. 

Franklin  Half  Dollar.  Prices  holding  fairly  steady.  The  1949  down 
appreciably,  as  are  a  few  other  dates. 
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Early  Dollars.  The  entire  series  of  Liberty  Seated  and  earlier  dollars 
up  slightly  in  all  grades. 

Morgan  Dollars.  Some  minor  price  adjustments,  but  generally  up  in 
all  grades.  Proof  prices  up  considerably.  Lowest  priced  Proof  $180. 

Peace  Dollars.  Some  downward  price  adjustment  with  only  a  few 
coins  showing  an  upward  trend.  In  this  series  more  price  fluctuations, 
both  up  and  down,  were  shown  than  in  any  other  group. 

Trade  Dollars.  The  only  series  to  show  increases  in  prices  for  coins 
of  every  date  and  in  every  condition. 

Gold  Dollars.  Modest  price  advances  throughout  the  entire  series. 

Quarter  Eagles.  Several  price  adjustments  of  the  early  dates  to 
bring  them  more  in  line  with  actual  availability.  1840,  1840D  and  1842 
prices  up  considerably.  The  true  scarcity  of  many  dates  is  becoming 
apparent  as  more  date  collectors  enter  the  field.  A  new  condition,  Fine, 
was  added  for  the  Indian  Head  type. 

Three  Dollar  Gold.  A  general  upward  trend  of  prices  throughout  this 
series.  In  strong  demand  as  a  type  coin.  Fine  condition  column  added. 

Half  Eagles.  Prices  up  in  spotty  cases,  but  no  particular  trend  is 
apparent.  CC  mint  pieces  are  in  demand.  Fine  condition  column  added 
to  this  series. 

Eagles.  Prices  of  nearly  all  dates  and  grades  up  slightly  as  the  series 
begins  to  attract  the  attention  of  date  collectors.  All  CC  mint  gold 
coins  appear  to  be  popular.  Indian  Head  type  eagles  generally  advanced 
in  price  for  most  dates  and  grades.  A  Fine  condition  column  was  added 
for  Liberty  as  well  as  Indian  Head  type. 

Double  Eagles.  Many  prices  are  up,  but  showing  no  particular  trend. 
Several  prices  went  down,  particularly  in  the  St.  Gaudens  series.  Date 
collectors  appear  to  be  more  interested  in  this  series  than  before.  Most 
of  the  CC  mint  mark  pieces  are  up  in  price.  Fine  or  Very  Fine  condi¬ 
tion  columns  were  added  where  previously  lacking. 

Commemorative  Half  Dollars.  The  market  for  United  States  com¬ 
memorative  coins  remains  weak  and  inactive.  Very  few  prices  were 
adjusted  upward.  In  many  cases  prices  were  down  about  5%. 


As  further  confirmation  of  current  coin  values,  the  following  com¬ 
mentary  by  Walter  Breen  candidly  describes  what  took  place  at  the 
recent  Lester  Merkin  auction  sale. 

An  atmosphere  of  collector  hysteria  identical  to  that  at  the  Helfen- 
stein  sale  marked  Lester  Merkin’s  auction  of  April  1  at  the  Berkshire 
Hotel  in  New  York  City.  Lester’s  decision  to  have  only  single-session 
sales,  each  featuring  extraordinary  condition  items  in  a  particular 
selected  series,  appears  to  have  paid  off  handsomely,  the  collector  en¬ 
thusiasm  extending  to  other  material  besides  the  highlighted  dimes  in 
this  auction. 

A  VF  Chain  AMERI  cent  of  1793  went  to  a  floor  bidder  at  $2500; 
an  exceptional  1793  cracked-die  Liberty  Cap  cent  was  knocked  down 
at  $5100.  Later  cents,  many  of  them  previously  uncatalogued  dupli¬ 
cates  from  the  Louis  Helfenstein  collection,  brought  prices  generally 
comparable  to  those  of  the  original  Helfenstein  sale  of  August  1964: 
$500  for  a  common  1803  Unc.,  $260  for  a  flaming  red  1835  head  of  ’34, 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  JUNE,  1966 


PAGE  379 


$250  for  a  gem  1840  large  date.  A  proof  1873  2 4  piece  with  open  3  went 
at  $500;  proof  5 4  nickels  of  1806  and  1877  respectively  $875  and  $900. 

But  the  excitement  began  to  grow  to  incredible  proportions  when 
the  group  of  half  dimes  came  up.  VF’s  of  1795  and  1805  were  bid  up 
to  $510  and  $550.  The  early  proofs  went  from  $310  to  $360  apiece, 
except  for  the  1834  at  $675,  the  possibly  unique  1839  at  $625,  the  1842 
at  $480,  the  1844  at  $580  and  the  coveted  1846  at  $750.  All  these  coins 
sold  on  the  floor.  Three  collectors  and  a  dealer  appear  to  have  monopo¬ 
lized  the  bidding  for  most  of  the  silver  coins  in  the  sale,  other  people 
returning  empty-handed  despite  traveling  to  the  auction  from  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

Applause  and  occasional  groans  met  the  dimes,  as  records  toppled 
and  were  forgotten.  An  uncirculated  1796  opened  at  $2650  and  was 
bid  up  to  $5600.  The  1797  with  16  stars,  more  or  less  Unc.,  went  at 
$2000.  What  most  people  considered  the  star  of  the  sale,  a  gem  1797 
with  13  stars,  opened  at  $2500  and  was  bid  up  to  $7250.  The  1798/7 
and  1798  perfect  date  were  respectively  bid  to  $1350  and  $1100;  an 
1800,  likewise  Unc.,  went  at  $1150.  The  other  star  of  this  collection, 
a  gem  1801,  was  bid  to  $2700  (by  the  purchaser  of  the  1797  13  stars), 
and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  buyer  would  have  gone  far 
above  that  figure  if  necessary.  An  1811,  Unc.  was  bid  to  $380;  an 
1814  small  date  gem,  said  to  be  rarer  than  the  1811,  was  accordingly 
pushed  to  $500.  The  1821  prooflike  small  date  went  at  $675,  or  more 
than  the  1822  at  $550.  A  pair  of  1828’s  went  at  $580  for  the  large  date 
(one  of  only  two  really  mint  state  ones  around)  and  $350  for  the 
small.  The  exceedingly  rare  proof  1831  was  bid  up  to  $550,  one  of  the 
few  sleepers  in  the  auction.  Its  buyer  also  picked  up  the  proof  1837 
no  stars  at  $1200  and  an  exceptional  1838  O  at  $650. 

Choice  mintmarked  dimes  soared  even  as  had  the  early  dates.  An 
1842  O  gem,  sharply  struck,  soared  to  $210,  and  a  VF  +  i843  O — one 
of  the  finest  known  of  this  elusive  mintmark — went  to  a  dealer  at 
$340.  The  1844  and  1848  proofs  brought  $700  and  $500  apiece;  the 
1855,  $750;  the  1856  and  57,  $600  each,  shutting  out  a  lovely  1858  at 
$450.  The  unique  uncirculated  1860  O  opened  at  $900  and  was  bid  up 
to  $2300;  the  1870  S  seemed  comparatively  reasonable  at  $400,  the 
VF  1873CC  at  $375  and  an  EF  1885  likewise  at  $200.  A  1916D  went 
at  $700. 

The  excitement  appeared  still  very  much  in  evidence  as  the  half 
dollars  came  up.  A  common  1806  pointed  6,  AU,  brought  $210;  an  1807 
bust  right  in  similar  condition,  $460;  gem  Uncs.  of  1811  and  27  (the 
latter  with  a  curiously  blundered  edge),  $250  and  $180;  1832  and 
36  lettered  edge,  $160  and  $85.  Walking  Liberty  halves  appear  to  be 
coming  into  their  own;  the  1917  S  on  obv.  went  at  $400,  1919  S  at 
$540,  a  1919  D  at  $700.  The  1921  and  1921  S  brought  $590  and  $660, 
but  the  one  leaving  the  audience  open-mouthed  was  the  1921  I)  at 
$1000.  An  exceptionally  sharply  struck  1933  S  went  at  $260. 

There  were  comparatively  few  quarter  eagles  but  they  went  well. 
An  1824,  AU,  brought  $1500;  a  prooflike  gem  1834  without  motto, 
$460;  proofs  of  1880,  1882  and  1884,  $810,  $690  and  $825  respectively, 
making  the  1886  and  1892  seem  cheap  by  comparison  at  $550  and  $500. 
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The  extremely  rare  but  unpublicized  1801  close  date  eagle,  Unc.  but 
cleaned,  was  bid  up  to  $1050.  A  beautiful  Fractional  Currency  shield, 
gray  background,  went  reasonably  at  $525. 

Afterwards  it  was  all  over  but  the  shouting.  Fractional  currency 
specimens  went  reasonably  enough,  and  the  George  Fuld  collection 
of  “Wealth  of  the  South”  mulings  brought  mostly  from  $35  to  $55 
apiece  with  a  few  rarer  ones  being  pushed  well  above  that. 

If  anything  is  to  be  learned  from  this  sale,  it  is  that  gem  material 
in  any  series,  well  presented,  can  and  will  attract  the  kind  of  collector 
hysteria  that  topples  existing  records  and  permanently  affects  the 
market  in  that  series. 


Counterfeit  Gold  Coins 

Time  and  again  the  problem  of  counterfeit  gold  pieces  confronts  the 
collector;  the  latest  United  States  item  brought  to  our  attention  by  Abe 
Kosoff  is  the  $3  gold  coin  made  in  Lebanon.  Information  on  this  item 
is  that  it  is  coarse,  in  lower  relief  than  the  genuine,  has  a  larger  border 
and  a  thinner  edge.  This  is  only  one  coin  out  of  a  great  many  similar 
to  it.  The  best  way  to  prevent  deception  by  counterfeits  is  to  know 
them.  The  fully  illustrated  book,  Counterfeit  Gold  Coins  Nineteenth 
and  Twentietli  Centuries  by  A.  Dieffenbacher,  is  the  best  available 
source  of  information,  and  we  highly  recommend  its  purchase.  If  in¬ 
terested,  write  for  particulars  to  Dieffenbacher  Coin  Ltd.,  Montreal, 
Canada. 


Postpaid 


1964-P  or  1964-D  MINT  SET 

In  Plastic  Holder 
Both  $4.20 

These  attractive  sets  are  in  6  beautiful  colors, 


Black 


Clear 


Yellow 


Green 


Red 


Blue 


and  include  the  Kennedy  Half  Dollar. 

ORDER  NOW  WHILE  SUPPLY  LASTS 

Orders  in  Lots  of  10  or  More — $2.00  each.  California  Residents  Add  4%  Sales  Tax 


B.  MAX  MEHL  COMPANY 


P.O.  Box  1298  (WJ)  Beverly  Hills,  California  90213 

Telephone:  (Area  Code  213)  —  274-6217 
Oldest  Established  Coin  Business  in  the  U.S.,  founded  in  1901 

This  is  our  23rd  consecutive  advertisement  in  this  publication 
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30  CENTURIES  OF  CHINESE  NUMWvmnw 
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by  Frederick  Schjoth,  Former  Commissioner  of  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs, 
Ning-po,  with  new  introduction,  revisions  and  up-dating,  plus  new  photographs  by 
VIRGIL  HANCOCK. 

A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  CHINESE  COINS 


HERE  IS  ONE  of  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  numismatic  books  ever  pub¬ 
lished,  focusing  on  an  area  of  the 
world  which  each  day  grows  in  im¬ 
portance.  “Chinese  Currency”  is 
light-years  away  from  the  “dull” 
tome  ...  it  is  intensely  alive  with 
anecdotes  and  living  history,  from 
Kublai  Khan  and  the  rival  war-lords 
who  settled  a  battle  with  a  checker 
game  to  modern  times  of  strife  and 
turmoil. 

Far  ranging  . . .  goes  back  to  the 
Chou  Dynasty,  1122  to  55BC  .  .  . 
“Chinese  Currency”  is  truly  a  book 
that  every  earnest  numismatist  must 
have,  and  one  which  the  intelligent, 
enlightened  collector  should  obtain 
for  pure  pleasure  and  knowledge. 

A  wealth  of  learning. 

Among  the  extremely  interesting 
facts  you  will  learn  is  the  illustrated 
story  of  how  Chinese  characters  are 


formed  and  what  they  mean  .  .  .  how 
to  read  dates  on  Chinese  coins,  sim¬ 
plified  so  greatly  that  Mr.  Hancock 
says,  “even  a  10  year  old  child  can 
understand  it.”  Also  an  index  identi¬ 
fying  Chinese  coins  and  much,  much 
more. 

It  is  a  big,  handsome  book;  pages 
are  8V2  x  13  inches  .  . .  272  pages, 
hundreds  of  plates,  beautiful  line 
drawings  and  photographs.  While  a 
few  hours  with  this  book  may  not 
make  one  an  authority  on  so  vast  a 
subject  as  China  and  Chinese  coins, 
it  will  come  closer  than  any  other 
volume  you  can  read.  And  we  guar¬ 
antee  many  delightful  surprises  while 
you  are  learning  about  Chinese 
coins,  amulets,  charms  .  .  .  and  leg¬ 
ends. 

“Chinese  Currency”  is  a  LIMITED 
EDITION,  available  for  $12.50. 
Please  order  at  once. 


NEW  PRICE  SUPPLEMENT  IS  INCLUDED  WITH  EACH  BOOK.  PRICES  ARE  UP  TO  DATE 
AND  COYER  ALL  PIECES  LISTED  IN  THE  BOOK. 


ANCO  Creative  Coin  Merchandisers 

Subsidiary  of  Anderson  News  Co. 

4320  Huntsville  Road  Florence,  Alabama  Tele.  205  766-3931 
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New  Issues — World  Coins 


The  coordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is 
Ernst  Kraus,  393  Seventh  Avenue,  Room  939,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001. 
Specimens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are 
photographed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recog¬ 
nition  of  their  cooperation. 


COSTA  RICA 


Tentative 
Catalog  No. 


Tentative 
Value  (Unc.) 


A68  50  Centimos  Copper-Nickel  1965  . $  .50 

Similar  to  Catalog  No.  60a  of  1948  except  that  initials  on  reverse 
have  been  changed  to  B.C.C.R.  (Banco  Central  de  Costa  Rica)  as 
on  the  larger  denominations.  Courtesy  Worldwide  Numismatic 
Research. 


GERMANY  (WESTERN  ZONE) 

Johann  Fichte  Commemorative 

118  5  Mark  silver  1964 . . . .  3.00 

Obverse:  Head  to  left,  legend  around:  JOHANN  GOTTLIEB 
FICHTE,  dates  below:  1762-1814.  Reverse:  Eagle  of  modernistic 
design  dividing  date,  Mintmark  J  at  lower  right  (Hamburg  mint). 
Legend  around:  BUNDESREPUBLIK  DEUTSCHLAND  5 
DEUTSCHE  MARK.  Inscription  around  the  edge:  NUR  DAS 
MACHT  GLUECKSELIG  WAS  GUT  1ST  (Only  what  is  really 
good  will  make  you  happy).  The  above  commemorates  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  the  great  German  philosopher. 
Although  dated  1964,  this  coin  has  just  been  released.  Courtesy 
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U.S.  COLD  COINS  FOR  SALE 

% 

Br.  Unc.  St.  Gaudens  $20.  Price  each  $49.95.  Your  choice:  1908  P  NM,  1914  D, 
1927  P. 

Other  BU  St.  Gaudens  $20.  $54.95  ea.  Choice:  1907  P  NM,  1910  P,  1910  D. 

Br.  Unc.  Liberty  $20.  Price  each  $49.95.  Your  choice:  1900  P,  1904  P,  1907  P. 

Also  1901  P  BU  $54.95.  1903  P  BU  $54.95. 

Br.  Unc.  Indian  $10.  Price  each  $44.95.  Your  choice:  1910  D,  1914  P. 

Br.  Unc.  Liberty  $10.  Price  each  $29.50.  Your  choice:  1893  P,  1894  P,  1899  P, 
1901  P. 

Other  BU  Liberty  $10.  $30.50  ea.  Choice:  1882  P,  1892  P,  1895  P,  1897  P,  1906  D. 
Other  BU  Liberty  $10.  $32.50  ea.  Choice:  1881  S,  1887  S,  1889  S,  1899  S,  1900  P, 
1907  P. 

Br.  Unc.  Liberty  $5.  Price  each  $26.95.  Your  choice:  1895  P,  1898  P,  1900  P, 
1901  S,  1902  P,  1903  P,  1907  P,  1908  P. 

Other  BU  Liberty  $5.  $27.95  ea.  Choice:  1881  P,  1882  P,  1882  S,  1885  S,  1887  S, 
1892  S,  1893  P,  1899  P,  1901  P,  1904  P. 

Br.  Unc.  Indian  $5.  Price  each  $26.95.  Your  choice:  1911  P,  1913  P,  1914  P,  1915  P. 


BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED  SILVER  DOLLARS  FOR  SALE 


1878  7  F 

3.95 

1881  O  . 

.  2.15 

1885  O  . 

........  1.89 

1891  O  . 

.  9.50 

1878  7/,  . 

. 13.95 

1881  S 

1.95 

1886  P  . 

....  1.99 

1892  O  . 

.  9.75 

1878  CC  ... 

8.25 

1882  P  . 

.  2.25 

1887  P  ..... 

.  1.99 

1898  O  . 

.  2.69 

1878  S  . 

.  2.29 

1882  O  . 

.  2.19 

1887  O  . 

.  3.19 

1899  O  . 

.  1.95 

1878  8  F 

11.50 

1882  S  . 

.  1.99 

1888  P 

..  1.89 

1900  P  . 

.  2.25 

1879  P 

1879  O 

.  2.69 

.  4.89 

1883  P  . 

1883  O 

.  2.19 

1.89 

1888  O 

1.99 

1900  O  . 

.  2.10 

1879  S  . 

.  2.05 

1884  P  . 

.  2.25 

1889  P 

.  2.25 

1901  O  . 

1.99 

1880  S  . 

.  2.25 

1884  O  . 

.  1.89 

1889  O 

9.50 

1 902  O  . 

.  1.89 

1880  P  . 

.  2.59 

1885  P  . . 

. .  1.99 

1890  O  ...... 

.  3.89 

1904  O  . 

.  2.50 

1965  Austrian  Proof  Sets.  The  7  piece  Br.  Proof  set  contains  the  silver  10 
and  5  Schillings  as  well  as  the  1  Schilling,  50,  10,  5  and  2  Groschen  pieces 
heat  sealed  in  a  plastic  proof  set  type  pouch.  Postpaid  and  ins.  to  you. 
Price:  $1.59  per  set.  10  sets  $13.50. 

English  Large  Pennies 

Unpicked  from  vending  machines  in  England.  All  types 
from  Victoria  to  Elizabeth.  Condition  Good  to  AU. 

Freight 

Postpaid  Col. 

100  Coins  1000  Coins 

LARGE  PENNIES  .  $3.79  $25.99 

HALF  PENNIES  .  $3.49  $24.99 

Everything  is  postpaid  and  insured  except  the  1000  lots  of  English  Coins. 
Please  add  25£  handling  on  orders  under  $5. 

GERALD  ZAID 

Dept.  W  P.O.  Box  3483  Philadelphia  22,  Penna. 
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Walter  Neubert,  Luebeck,  Germany;  also  Jack  Friedberg  of 
Gimbels  Coin  Dept.,  SFC  Leonard  C.  Becker. 

INDIA 

Native  State  of  BHUTAN 

An  issue  of  commemorative  coins  has  been  made  for  this  small 
kingdom  situated  in  Northeast  India.  The  issue  is  said  to  commem¬ 
orate  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  accession  of  the  present  King’s 


father,  King  Jigme  Wangchuk,  in  1926.  A  very  limited  number  of  sets 
in  varying  metals  and  denominations  will  be  available  through  an 
English  firm.  Some  denominations  have  been  made  for  regular  circu¬ 
lation  also.  More  details  will  be  published  as  they  become  known. 

Native  State  of  BUNDI 


A4  1  Rupee  Silver  1911  . . 

Obverse:  In  center  a  Katar  or  dagger,  English  legend  around: 
EMPEROR  EDWARD  VII.  Reverse:  Legend  in  Devanagari: 
BUNDI  RAM  SINGH.  Samvat  date  1968.  Square  planchet. 
Name  of  the  actual  ruler  was  Raghubir  Singh;  also,  King 
George  V  succeeded  his  father  in  1910. 
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YOU  SELL 


Don  can  triple  your  volume! 

(Make  him  prove  it.) 


Don  Hirschhorn 
17-19  Sheer  Plaza 
Plainview,  Long  Island,  N.Y. 


Don: 


Prove  it. 


Name. 


Firm- 


Address. 


City. 


.State. 


.Zip. 
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A5  1  Rupee  Silver  1924  .  . 

Obverse:  A  Katar  in  the  center,  English  legend  around:  EMP¬ 
EROR  GEORGE  V.  Reverse:  Devanagari  inscription:  BUNDI 
RAM  SINGH.  Samvat  date  1981.  Square  planchet. 

All  the  previously  known  specimens  of  this  value  and  period 
are  round.  Courtesy  Ed.  Ackerman. 

ISRAEL 

Commemorating  18th  Anniversary  of  Independence 


42  5  Pounds  Silver  1966  . $5.00 

The  Bank  of  Israel  has  announced  that  the  1966  Independence  Day 
coin  will  be  officially  issued  on  April  25,  which,  according  to  the  Hebrew 
calendar,  marks  the  18th  anniversary  of  Israel’s  renewed  independence. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  silver  coin  will  have  a  face  value  of  5 
Israel  pounds.  The  five  pound  Independence  Day  coin  measures  34  mm. 
in  diameter  and  weighs  25  grams. 

The  number  eighteen  has  particular  significance  for  Israel  since  the 
Hebrew  characters  which  denote  this  number  also  spell  the  word 
“chai,”  meaning  “life.”  The  coin  might  therefore  be  referred  to  as 
the  “Crown  of  Life.”  Throughout  the  two  millennia  of  the  dispersion  of 
the  Jews  from  Israel,  the  phrase  “Am  Yisrael  Chai”  (“the  people  of 
Israel  live  .on”)  -  has  been  a  rallying  force  for  Jews  throughout  the 
world.  This  phrase,  which  is  said  to  have  originated  with  King  David, 
is  incorporated  in  the  design  of  the  1966  coin.  A  stylized  inscription  of 
the  Hebrew  words,  designed  in  the  form  of  a  tower,  occupies  the  entire 
reverse  of  the  coin. 

The  obverse  carries  the  inscription  “Israel”  in  Hebrew  and  Arabic. 
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SINGLE  COINS 
or  COLLECTIONS 

Purchased  or  sold  on  your  behalf 

Coins  valued  $50  or  over  acceptable. 
We  are  particularly  interested  in  Eng¬ 
lish  coins,  also  German  19th  and  20th 
century  coins. 


Enquiries  please ,  to: 

NICK  PARKER  ENTERPRISES 

HOTEL  RUSSELL,  RUSSELL  SQUARE 
LONDON  W.C.I.,  ENGLAND 
Telephone:  TERminus  6470 

Cables:  PARKER  RUSSOTEL  LONDON 

TELEX  24615— PARKER 


Is  Buying 
and  Selling 

irmnP^ 

Brilliant  Uncirculated 

UNITED  STATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

SILVER  AND  GOLD 

Write  for  Price  List 

HY  BROWN 

18  North  State  St.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077 
Area  Code  216-357-5544 

Send  for  our  free  cotn  supply  catalogue 


KNOWLaw  Yuoft SSIOHtA 
imiiiMiNliMISMflTISTsl 

V^VIIIO  •  INCJ 
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It  also  contains  the  date  1966  and  its  equivalent  in  the  Hebrew  calendar 
along  with  Arabic  numeral  5.  Along  the  rim,  next  to  the  numeral,  are 
shown  the  Hebrew  words  denoting  “Israel  pounds.” 

The  coin  was  designed  by  the  Israeli  artist  Selig  Segal  and  was 
minted  at  the  Royal  Dutch  Mint,  Utrecht,  The  Netherlands.  A  total  of 
10,500  proof  (marked  with  the  Hebrew  letter  “mem”  on  the  outer  edge) 
and  32,500  uncirculated  coins  have  been  produced. 

Israel  first  began  issuing  silver  Independence  Day  coins  on  the  state’s 
10th  anniversary  in  1958.  A  new  coin  has  been  issued  on  each  Inde¬ 
pendence  Day  since  then. 

Courtesy  Israel  Government  Coins  and  Medals  Corp.,  Robert  Weber. 

MALAYSIA 

The  Art  Council  of  Malaysia  sponsored  a  competition  to  select  de¬ 
signs  for  a  new  coinage.  The  results  announced  recently  declared 
artist  Chong  Yum  Fatt  of  Jesselton,  Sabah,  the  winner  of  $3,000 
First  Prize  money  with  his  designs  of  a  Barking  deer  (Kijang),  jungle 
fowl,  a  tapir,  a  monkey,  and  an  ant-eater. 

The  new  coins  will  be  issued  to  replace  current  ones  bearing  the 
likeness  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Denominations  will  be  1,  5,  10,  20  and  50 
Cents.  They  will  circulate  in  both  Singapore  and  Malaysia  though  the 
former  has  been  independent  since  August  9,  1965. 

This  information  courtesy  Mr.  Ho  Long  Chong  of  Singapore. 

PERU 


A40  1  Sol  1923  (No  fineness)  .  . 

This  coin  is  of  silver,  probably  .500  fine  as  are  other  crown-size 
Sols  of  the  period  which  do  show  their  fineness.  Further  search 
has  so  far  not  revealed  any  other  date  of  this  type.  Courtesy 
Numorum  Trust  Reg. 

The  April  Journal  carried  a  listing  of  the  new  Lima  Mint  Com- 
memoratives,  but  more  values  have  been  released.  This  necessitates  a 


renumbering  of  the  entire  set,  as  follows: 

59  5  Centavos  Brass  1965  . 10 

60  10  Centavos  Brass  1965  . 15 
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HUDGEONS  E-Z  SEAL 

COIN  HOLDER 


New  High-Speed  manufacturing  techniques  now  enable 
us  to  offer  our  famous  coin  holders  at  this  new  low 
price. 

STILL  THE  BEST 

.  . .  *  .  now  in  sizes 
. .  . . .  easy  to  type  on 
. ,  . . .  no  staples  to  rust 
....  .ultra-thin  design 
.....  guaranteed  to  sti  ck 
.....  proven  faster  to  use 
.... .  air-tight  protection 

. fits  all  U.S.  and  foreign  coins 


HUDGEONS  E-Z  PRODUCTS 

5817  SMITH  ROAD 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO  44142 
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.25 


61  25  Centavos  Brass  1965  . 

This  was  shown  in  the  April  issue. 


62  V2  Sol  Brass  1965  . 50 

63  1  Sol  Brass  1965  . 75 

This  was  shown  in  the  April  issue. 

64  20  Soles  Silver  1965  .  3.00 

65  40  Soles  Gold  1965  .  . 

66  100  Soles  Gold  1965  .  . 


Possibly  other  denominations  will  be  forthcoming,  but  up  to  this  time 
only  the  above  are  known.  Courtesy  Lauren  Benson,  John  W.  Dunn. 


SPAIN 

A  modern  version  of  the  famous  Spanish  “piece  of  8”  is  to  be  made, 
according  to  one  report.  It  will  be  of  silver. 


URUGUAY 

40  20  Centesimos  Aluminum  1965  . 10 

Obverse:  Bust  of  Artigas  to  right,  inscription  and  date  around. 
Mint  mark  S°  at  left  point  of  bust.  Reverse:  value  in  wreath. 
Plain  edge. 

41  50  Centesimos  Aluminum  1965  . 20 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value.  Plain  edge. 

42  1  Peso  Aluminum  Bronze  1965  . 50 

Obverse:  similar  to  above.  Reverse:  semicircle  of  stars,  arms 
within  wreath  in  center,  value  below.  Reeded  edge.  Courtesy 
Ernesto  O.  Araujo  Villagran,  whose  detailed  articles  on  the  great 
Uruguayan  coin  shortage  have  appeared  recently  in  the  Journal. 
Elsewhere  in  this  issue  can  be  found  his  latest  writing  giving 
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if  it’s  absolutely  the  FINEST  coin  holder  made  .  .  . 

% 

if  it’s  part  of  the  most  complete  line  available  .  .  . 
if  it’s  IMMEDIATELY  AVAILABLE  .  .  . 
and  backed  by  NATIONAL  advertising  .  .  . 
and  if  it’s  unconditionally  GUARANTEED  .  .  . 


CAPITAL  PLASTICS  INC.  •  3136  Dellwood  Ave.,  N.W.  / 


CANTON  8,  OHIO 
44708 

GReenwood  7-2281 


COLLECTIONS  WANTED 

•  Type  Coins 

•  Individual  Rarities 

•  Early  U.S.  Coins — Gold,  Silver  and  Copper 

•  Colonials,  Pioneer  Gold,  Patterns 

If  you  are  contemplating  the  sale  of  your  collection,  it  will  pay  you 
to  contact  us. 

Our  stock  is  large  in  all  series.  We  probably 
can  fill  your  want  list.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

3-day  return  privilege  for  refund. 


Robert  F.  Batchelder 

1  West  Butler  Avenue 
(215)  Mitchell  3-1430 
Ambler,  Pennsylvania  19002 


The  Batchelder  Bldg. 
Our  suburban 
Philadelphia  offices 

Home  of  one  of 
America’s  leading  coin 
buyei’s  and  sellers 
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more  information  on  the  above  new  coinage.  Illustrations  appear 
with  his  article.  Also,  information  and  specimens  courtesy  Jose 
Luis  Rubio. 


YEMEN 


14a  %th  Ahmadi  Silver  1949  .  . 

Obverse:  Side  with  crescent.  Legend:  May  God  give  victory. 
1367  A.H.  (date  of  ascension).  Center:  The  IMAM  AHMAD, 
below:  Commander  of  the  believers,  the  defender.  Reverse: 
Center:  There  is  no  God  but  Allah.  1368  A.H.  (date  of  striking). 
Inscription  on  top:  Struck  at  Sana’a,  value  on  the  bottom:  1 
eighth  Ahmadi,  4  stars  interspacing  inscription.  The  planchet  is 
6  sided  (hexagonal);  a  similar  coin  but  5  sided  is  known  of  this 
value,  date  and  general  inscription.  Courtesy  Ed.  Ackerman. 


ZAMBIA 


4  5  Shillings  Nickel-Silver  1965  .  3.00 

Obverse,  Head  to  right,  legend  above:  PRESIDENT  KAUNDA, 
below:  24  October  1965.  Reverse:  Coat  of  Arms  in  center, 
ZAMBIA  above,  value  written  out  below:  FIVE  SHILLINGS. 
Inscription  around  the  edge:  24  .  10  .  1964  ONE  ZAMBIA  ONE 
NATION.  According  to  Lauren  Benson,  who  submitted  the 
above  specimen,  the  coin  commemorates  the  first  anniversary  of 
Zambia’s  independence  and  was  struck  at  the  Royal  Mint  in 
London. 
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Money  at  a  Viscount 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT'S 
FOOD  STAMP  COUPONS 


by  Neil  Shafer 


Money  means  many  things  to 
many  people;  some  have  plenty  of 
it,  others  very  little.  In  this  land 
of  abundance,  much  attention 
has  been  focused  on  the  plight  of 
the  poor  and  unfortunate,  and  in 
recent  years  various  methods  have 
been  devised  to  ease  their  financial 
burdens  and  help  them  to  help 
themselves.  This  article  will  de¬ 
scribe  one  of  these  anti-poverty 
plans  as  it  operates  today. 

The  Federal  Food  Stamp  Program 

It  appears  that  a  discount 
stamp  program  of  some  sort  was 
used  during  the  World  War  II 
years,  and  perhaps  that  accounts 
for  the  name  of  the  present  effort 
which  was  initiated  in  May  of 
1961.  Authorized  by  the  late  Pres¬ 
ident  Kennedy  as  an  ideal  means 
of  supplying  Federal  aid,  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  given  a  pilot  run  of  one 


year  in  selected  areas,  after  which 
it  was  considerably  expanded.  It 
is  now  an  integral  part  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Johnson’s  anti-poverty  plan. 

What  is  the  Program?  It  is  a 
means  by  which  low  income  fami¬ 
lies  and  those  receiving  public 
assistance  are  enabled  to  buy 
more  food  in  retail  stores.  The 
Program  is  run  by  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture 
through  state  and  county  welfare 
departments. 

Purposes  of  the  Program:  To 

provide  eligible  participants  with 
extra  buying  power  for  higher 
consumption  of  food  and  a  better 
diet;  to  help  American  farmers  by 
increasing  sales  of  surplus  agri¬ 
cultural  products;  to  stimulate  lo¬ 
cal  economies. 

How  does  it  work?  After  an  ap¬ 
plicant  is  determined  to  be  eligi¬ 
ble  for  aid  under  the  Program,  he 


Healthier  Families 


OF  AGRICULTURE 

DO  NOT  SPINDLE 


Agricultural  Abundance 


EXCEPT  UNDER  CONDITIO 

DO  NOT  FOLD 


FOOD 


$1  Food  coupon  of  the  1961  issue.  The  25<'>  coupon  is  the  same  except  for  denomina¬ 
tion  and  color.  Notice  the  heading  “FOOD  STAMP  COUPON." 
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is  given  an  identification  card  and 
is  later  mailed  an  authorization 
card  showing  how  much  cash  he 
will  need  to  buy  his  quota  of  food 
coupons,  and  the  value  of  the  cou¬ 
pons  he  will  receive.  The  cost  of 
the  coupons  approximates  the 
amount  he  would  normally  spend 
for  food  each  month. 

The  benefit  derived  is  in  the 
face  value  of  the  coupons  he  re¬ 
ceives  over  and  above  that  equal 
to  his  cash  outlay.  This  bonus 
amount  varies  with  each  case;  as 
an  example,  a  single  person  with 
a  monthly  income  of  from  $30.00 
to  $39.99  may  buy  $18.00  face  val¬ 
ue  in  coupons  for  $10.00.  If  his 
income  is  $100.00  a  month,  he 
may  buy  $26.00  worth  of  coupons 
for  $20.00.  A  family  of  five  with 
a  monthly  income  of  $100.00  could 
buy  $88.00  worth  for  $46.00;  if 
the  income  were  $250.00,  that 
family  could  receive  $108.00  face 
value  in  coupons  for  $80.00. 

Using  the  Coupons 

Food  coupons  may  be  used  only 
by  authorized  recipients  in  ap¬ 
proved  food  stores  and  only  for 
purchasing  edible  food  items.  Cig¬ 
arettes,  liquor,  non-food  house¬ 


hold  goods  and  foreign  imports 
cannot  be  bought  with  coupons. 
Nor  may  they  be  used  for  “lunch 
counter”  or  prepared  food  for 
consumption  on  the  premises. 

Grocers  accepting  coupons  may 
deposit  them  at  their  bank  and  re¬ 
ceive  credit  for  their  full  face 
value,  or  they  may  be  used  to  pay 
the  food  wholesaler.  Food  outlets 
participating  in  the  Program  do 
so  on  a  strictly  voluntary  basis. 

The  Food  Coupons  Themselves 

Four  denominations  of  food 
coupons  have  been  issued  during 
this  Program.  The  25^  and  $1.00 
coupons  were  used  at  the  incep¬ 
tion  of  the  Program,  being  issued 
only  from  May  of  1961  to  mid- 
1962.  Their  format  is  different 
from  the  later  style  adopted  dur¬ 
ing  1962  for  the  50^  and  $2.00 
coupons  presently  in  use.  An  ex¬ 
ample  of  each  format  is  illus¬ 
trated  in  this  article.  All  were 
made  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  from  engraved 
plates,  and  each  denomination 
uses  a  distinctive  color  as  follows: 
25^ — red,  50^ — orange,  $1.00 — 
gray,  $2.00 — blue.  Their  size  is 
5!4  x  2%  inches,  almost  as  long 


$2  Food  Coupon  currently  in  use.  The  50<*  coupon  is  the  same  except  for  denomina 
tion  and  color.  The  heading  now  reads  “FOOD  COUPON.” 
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as  regular  United  States  currency, 
and  they  are  printed  on  one  side 
only.  Since  coupons  are  obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  United  States  Gov¬ 
ernment  by  law,  they  enjoy  the 
same  protection  against  illegal 
use  or  counterfeiting  as  any  ne¬ 
gotiable  instrument.  They  are  is¬ 
sued  in  booklets  of  varying  total 
denominations;  at  present,  these 
are  $2,  $3,  $10  and  $20.  These 
booklets  are  each  serially  num¬ 
bered  on  the  cover,  but  the  cou¬ 
pons  themselves  are  not. 


Collector  Status  of  Coupons 

Soon  after  the  appearance  of 
coupons  in  1961,  the  Agriculture 
Department  received  some  inquir¬ 
ies  as  to  whether  specimens  would 
be  available  for  collectors.  The 
official  position  is  that  coupons 
cannot  be  made  available;  more¬ 
over,  any  effort  on  the  part  of  a 
collector  to  obtain  coupons  from  a 
recipient  would  constitute  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  Program  by  that  re¬ 
cipient  and  would  jeopardize  his 
continued  eligibility. 

Making  Change 

During  conversations  with  wel¬ 
fare  officials  in  Milwaukee,  Wis¬ 
consin  (a  city  that  started  this 
Program  in  January  of  1966),  this 
author  discussed  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  numismatically 
significant  aspects  of  the  Program 


A  &  P  Food  Stores  use  small  fibre 
tokens  reminiscent  of  the  OPA  tokens  of 
World  War  II.  Three  denominations  were 
issued — 1<*  red,  5<t  black  and  25<*  gray. 
All  lettering  and  numbers  are  incuse. 
These  tokens  are  used  in  all  A  &  P  stores 
where  the  Program  operates. 


— that  regular  cash  cannot  be 
given  out  in  change  for  coupons. 
As  an  example,  if  someone  buys 
$3.36  worth  of  groceries  and  .pays 
with  two  $2.00  coupons,  he  cannot 
receive  64^  in  U.S.  coin  as  change. 
The  grocer  may  reissue  a  50^  cou¬ 
pon  as  part  of  the  difference,  but 
there  is  still  the  matter  of  the  re¬ 
maining  14<^.  Regulations  require 
that  all  such  change  be  kept  with¬ 
in  the  Program,  otherwise  there 
is  a  violation  of  the  use  of  cou¬ 
pons.  Any  participating  food  store 
thus  undertakes  the  responsibility 
to  provide  some  method  of  sepa¬ 
rating  the  change  resulting  from 
coupons  as  opposed  to  straight 
cash. 

Grocers  in  the  Milwaukee  area 
have  responded  in  a  number  of 
ways.  The  smaller  ones,  usually 
independents,  generally  write  out 


39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49 
26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38 

\ 

Record  of  Food  Stomp  Coupon  iwued 

fern  1>SW  A 

14  15  16  17  1*  19  20  21  22  23  24  25 

*  t* 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13 


1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13 

14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25 

,n  FOOD  STAMP 
COUPON 

*t»ly  »**«m  co\ 

*rt«l  by  food  St»mp 

Program.  Vik*  rt  pvnd*Mt. 

Mjtrtimvm  Void  H 

tooro  Hwn  one*. 

26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38 
39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49 


Credit  slip  issued  by  Kroger  stores;  the 
correct  amount  is  punched  and  the  store 
retains  the  top  half  as  a  record  of  the 
transaction. 
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an  informal  credit  slip  on  their 
register  receipt.  Larger  food 
chains  have  solved  the  problem  by 
printing  special  Food  Stamp  Pro¬ 
gram  Credit  Slips,  some  of  which 
are  illustrated  in  this  article.  Also, 
in  three  different  cases,  special 
Food  Stamp  Tokens  have  been  is¬ 
sued.  Examples  of  these  tokens 
are  illustrated  here  for  the  first 
time  in  any  numismatic  publica¬ 
tion. 

These  credit  slips  and  tokens 
are  issued  in  amounts  up  to  49^, 
since  the  50^  coupon  may  be  used 


at  its  face  value  for  change.  The 
$2.00  coupon  may  not  be  reissued; 
moreover,  it  may  be  used  only 
when  it  is  removed  from  its  book¬ 
let  in  the  presence  of  the  grocer 
or  his  agent. 


Conclusion 

These  tokens  and  credit  slips 
represent  only  the  way  in  which 
the  Milwaukee  area  grocers  have 
responded  to  the  Food  Coupon 
Program.  Undoubtedly,  other 


FOOD  STAMP 
PLAN 

CREDIT  SLIP 


Amount 

- — —  4* 

-I 

O 

_ _  CO 


STORE  COPY 


FOOD  STAMP  PLAN 

CREDIT  SLIP 


Amount 


Store  Stamp  Here 

SwMTRY  FOOD  STORg 

2R2S  p.  VIM  St 

' 

VALID  UP  TO  49£  ONLY 


•4 

O 

CO 


SENTRY  FOOD  STORES 


Sentry  Food  Store  credit  slip;  the  correct  amount  is  filled  in,  and  the  store  retains 
the  stub  at  the  left.  Note  the  serial  numbers  on  both  parts  of  the  slip. 


NATIONAL/ 

\S  TORES 

_ 

FOOD 

r-A 

xTGLaxo 

y 

/ 

U  5 

FOOD'  STAMP  CREDIT 
« 

NATIONAL 

FOOD 

STORES 

MILK.  DIV. 


FOOD 

STAMP 

1C 

CREDIT 


National  Food  Stores  used  this  kind  of  credit  slip  only  from  January  to  March  of 
1966,  when  plastic  tokens  in  four  denominations  were  issued.  The  1^  shown  is  white 
with  black  wording  and  denomination.  Others,  all  with  white  inscription,  are  5<*  red, 
10^  blue  and  25^  green. 
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U.S.  FOOD  STAMP 
PROGRAM 

RECORD 

I 
I 
I 

i 
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t 

NV  1509  i 


cents 

Kohl’s  Food  Stores 


U.S.  FOOD  STAMP  PROGRAM 

KOHL’S  FOOD  STORES 

Thu  receipt  yafid  fort 

cents 

(Hot  valid  for  more  than  49  cent*) 


irm 


Kohl’s  Food  Stores  credit  slip,  very  similar  in  its  use  to  the  Sentry  slip.  It  is  re¬ 
quired  that  all  such  slips  be  identifiable  in  some  manner  as  part  of  the  Program. 


Gimbels-Schusters  Department  Store  in 
Milwaukee  began  to  issue  its  own  fibre 
tokens  in  March,  1966.  They  are  similar 
in  color  and  size  to  the  A  &  P  issue — 1^ 
red,  5^  black  and  25 <5  gray.  The  reverse 
is  exactly  like  that  of  the  A  &  P  tokens. 
Though  this  illustration  is  somewhat  mis¬ 
leading,  all  inscription  is  incuse. 


YES,  I'm  Buying  All 
Worthwhile  Coins 
and  Collections 

I  am  constantly  travelling  — 

I’ll  be  glad  to  call  on  you. 
at  no  expense  to  you. 

Drop  a  line  or  come 
and  see  me. 

LEO  A.  YOUNG 

3244  Grand  Avenue 
Oakland,  California 
TEmplebar  2-8242 
or  2-3484 


Drawing  of  proposed  design  for  an 
aluminum  issue  of  Gimbels-Schusters 
Food  tokens.  This  design  was  not  adopted 
because  of  estimated  costs  involved  in 
production,  and  no  tokens  were  struck. 


areas  under  the  Program  have 
their  own  stories  to  tell.  As  fur¬ 
ther  information  is  uncovered,  it 
will  be  presented  in  future  arti¬ 
cles. 
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A  Numismatic  Visit  to  Israel 

by  R.  S.  Yeoman 

KADMAN  MUSEUM-TEL  AVIV 


A  numismatic  highlight  of  our 
stay  in  Israel  was  a  visit  to  the 
Kadman  Numismatic  Museum  in 
Tel  Aviv.  This  institution  is  under 
the  direction  of  Curator  Arie 
Kindler,  who  personally  guided 
Lee  Hewitt  and  me  through  the 


when  the  museum  opened  in  1962, 
was  President  of  the  Israel  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society.  The  Kadman- 
Kaufmann  family  contributed  a 
substantial  portion  of  the  building 
costs. 

Mr.  Kindler,  an  articulate  and 


Front  view  of  the  Kadman  Museum 


exhibit  area.  Its  modern  building 
houses  an  extensive  collection  of 
coins  arranged  to  cover  the  his¬ 
tory  of  money  from  primitive 
times  to  the  present  day.  The  mu¬ 
seum  is  named  for  the  donor  of  the 
collection,  Mr.  Leo  Kadman,  who, 


scholarly  gentleman  of  German 
background,  was  host  to  a  small 
group  at  luncheon  in  the  Ramat 
Aviv  Hotel  on  the  north  side  of 
Tel  Aviv.  Here  Lee  and  I  were 
joined  by  several  guests,  including 
Dr.  E.  W.  Kumowsky,  an  attorney 
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and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Israel 
Numismatic  Society,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gerhard  Cohn,  he  representing 
the  General  Electric  Company, 
Dr.  Max  Flesch,  an  investment  and 
finance  consultant,  and  our  official 
escort,  Mrs.  Myriam  Avida.  We 
enjoyed  a  delicious  meal,  beauti¬ 
fully  served.  Two  flags,  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  and  the  Israeli  stand¬ 
ard,  decorated  the  center.  The 
hotel  is  located  adjacent  to  the 
tell  or  mound.  In  such  mounds  are 
buried  layers  of  material  gradu¬ 
ally  accumulated  over  periods  of 
thousands  of  years.  Ramat  Aviv 
contains  the  remains  of  seven  suc¬ 
cessive  cultures  from  earliest 
times.  The  museum  is  located  on 
the  opposite  side  of  this  ancient 
mound,  several  hundred  feet 
away.  I  suspect  that  the  city- 
name,  Tel  Aviv,  derives  from  this 
formation. 

Mr.  Kindler’s  office  space  and 
that  of  his  staff  were,  he  re¬ 


marked,  already  quite  crowded; 
after  only  four  years,  they  were 
planning  new  rooms.  This  is  no 
problem,  as  the  building  is  simply 
laid  out  in  rectangular  form  and 
rooms  may  be  added  at  will.  There 
is  the  beginning  of  a  reference 
library,  but,  like  all  institutions  of 
this  kind,  it  is  woefully  lacking  in 
some  important  works,  even  in 
elementary  references.  After  my 
return  to  Racine,  a  donation  of 
Whitman  numismatic  books  was 
shipped  to  the  museum  to  aid  the 
growth  of  this  library. 

I  could  not  help  reflecting  on 
the  needs  of  the  A.N.A.  for  hous¬ 
ing  of  its  collection  at  its  national 
headquarters  in  Colorado  Springs. 
The  officials  charged  with  this 
responsibility  would  do  well  to 
study  the  Kadman  Museum  and 
its  simple,  efficient  layout  before 
finalizing  their  plans. 

Showcases  are  arranged  around 
the  walls  and  divided  chronologi- 


Inside  the  Kadman  Museum. 
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cally  by  periods.  Primitive  money 
is  shown  developing  with  man’s 
need  for  a  medium  of  payment  to 
expedite  trade.  The  next  group 
starts  off  with  Lydian  electrum 
lumps  and  takes  one  through  the 
Greek  period,  demonstrating  the 
high  degree  of  perfection  attained 
in  the  art  of  die-engraving.  Rep¬ 
resentative  specimens,  predomi¬ 
nantly  silver,  are  displayed  from 
many  Greek  City  States  in  Asia 
Minor  and  Greece,  as  well  as  their 
colonies  in  Graecia  Magna  (south¬ 
ern  Italy  and  Sicily).  It  is 
strongly  apparent  that  Greek 
mythology,  fauna  and  flora  were 
uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the 
creators  of  these  coins.  After 
Alexander  the  Great  came  the 
period  of  Hellefnism,  when  king¬ 
doms  brought  centralization  of 
the  mints  and  uniformity  of  coin¬ 
styles.  Regal  portraits  on  coins 
of  these  times  were  skillfully  en¬ 
graved,  but  reverses  generally 
lacked  imagination.  The  tetra- 
drachm  of  Athens  resisted  obscur¬ 
ity — even  the  satraps  of  Persia 
and  fourth  century  B.C.  rulers  of 
Judaea  made  use  of  the  Owl  and 
Pallas  Athena  on  some  of  their 
coins. 

Hellenistic  coins,  we  are  shown, 
turn  up  frequently  in  Israel  as  re¬ 
minders  of  Egyptian  (Ptolemaic) 
and  Syrian  (Seleucid)  rule  from 
the  third  and  second  centuries 
B.C.  Inferences  of  ancient  foreign 
trade  activity  and  local  money- 
economy  are  clearly  revealed  by 
coins  on  display  taken  from  recent 
archeological  finds  in  this  immedi¬ 
ate  area. 

The  remnants  of  early  Jewish 
occupation  .of  this  land  are  being 
unearthed  here  from  time  to  time. 
Coins  of  the  Hasmonaean  Dy¬ 
nasty,  the  Herodian  Dynasty,  and 
the  Roman  occupation  are  repre¬ 
sented  by  beautiful  specimens. 


This  particular  segment  of  the 
museum  was  closest  to  my  own  in¬ 
terests,  for  I  have  collected  coins 
of  this  period  and  locality  for 
several  years,  and  I  must  confess 
that  I  would  have  spent  ten  times 
the  hour  or  so  devoted  to  the  tour 
of  this  museum  if  the  schedule 
had  permitted.  There  are  superb 
examples  of  leptons  of  the  kings 
and  procurators,  bronzes  of  the 
Roman  rulers,  and  coins  identified 
with  the  two  Jewish  Revolts, 
68  A.D.  and  132  A.D.,  consisting 
of  shekels  and  the  Bar-Kochba 
bronzes,  the  “Judaea  Capta,”  and 
other  contemporary  Roman  issues. 
Along  the  wall,  following  these, 
were  the  coins  of  ancient  Pal¬ 
estine,  assigned  mainly  to  the  first 
three  centuries  of  the  Common 
(Christian)  Era.  The  influences 
of  Semitic,  Egyptian,  Greek  and 


Another  view  in  the  Museum. 
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Search  at  Caesarea. 


Roman  cultures  are  intermingled 
in  these  issues. 

Islamic  coins  are  represented 
farther  along,  starting  in  the 
earliest  days  following  the  found¬ 
ing  of  the  new  religion  in  622. 
Mohammedans  were  inhabitants 
of  this  land  until  the  twentieth 
century.  They  were  the  Saracens 
of  the  Crusader  period  and  the 


Turks  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
Arab  follis  and  gold  dinars  repre¬ 
sent  this  era  in  the  museum 
display. 

Crusader  pennies  are  still  found 
today  along  the  sea  coast  north 
to  Acre.  I  brought  one  home  with 
me  from  the  Arab  Bazaar  in  that 
northern  fortified  city.  It  was 
found  nearby  by  the  shopkeeper, 
Mr.  Erera  Daniel,  who  presented 
it  to  me  as  a  mememto  of  my  visit 
to  his  establishment. 

The  final  showcase  contains 
modern  Israel  coinage.  It  is  at 
this  point  that  one  realizes  the 
relationship  of  modern  Israel’s 
coinage  to  ancient  issues.  The  old 
symbols  are  there;  the  vine  leaves, 
pomegranates,  lyre,  amphora, 
grapes  and  palm  tree  are  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  ancient  coins.  The 
imperishable  fabric  of  the  old 


Mrs.  Myriam  Avida,  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  the  author, 
Mr.  Arie  Kindler,  E.  W.  Kumowsky  in  the  Museum. 
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coins  bears  a  striking1  relationship 
to  the  Jewish  people,  who  have  an 
indefatigable  determination  to  re¬ 
sume  their  traditions  and  culture 
in  a  new  era. 


Before  leaving  the  museum,  our 
group  paused  before  an  intriguing 
chart,  which  is  illustrated  here. 
This  display  is  an  attempt  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  the  relative  costs  of  life’s 
necessities  in  Greece  in  the  fourth 
century,  B.C.  The  board  at  the 
right  of  the  picture  shows  the 
values  of  commodities  in  terms  of 
Greek  drachmas  (a  Greek  drach¬ 
ma  is  about  dime  size),  as  follows: 


Cow  . 

Goat . 

Sheep  . 

Wheat  (52  litres)  . 
Wine  (40  litres)  ... 
Himation  for  slave 
(Cloth  mantle)  . 

Shoes  . 

Table  . 

Bench  . 

Backless  Stool  . 

Pithos  (jar)  . 

Lekane  (bowl)  . 

Shield  . 

Bow  and  quiver  . 

Bow  . 

Spearhead  . 


67 

12 

12-17 

7 

4 

10 

2-6 

4-6 

5 

1% 

31-54 

V4 

20 

15 

7 

V2 


Another  interesting  exhibit  was 
a  three  dimensional  diorama  of 
the  coin  making  process  as  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  prevailed  in  the 
third  century  B.C.  to  the  second 
century  C.E.  (A.D.) 

In  summation,  I  can  say  with 
enthusiasm  that  the  Kadman  Mu¬ 
seum,  with  its  terse,  bi-lingual 
descriptive  placards  and  superb 
lighting,  is  exceedingly  well  or¬ 
ganized.  It  is  not  a  large  building, 
but,  to  my  knowledge,  here  there 
is  more  numismatics  per  square 
foot  in  Near  East  and  Ancient 
areas  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
world. 


Get  an  absolutely 
FREE  COPY  of  world- 
famous,  colorful  COINS 
MAGAZINE.  Full  of  the 
lore,  romance  and 
inside  information  on 
coin  collecting. 

LIMITED  TIME  OFFER 


Coin*  Magazine 
207  Water  Street 
lola,  Wisconsin  54945 

Please  send  my  FREE 
COPY  of  Coins  Magazine 

Name . 

Address . 

City . 

State . Zip . 


PHILIPPINE 

SPECIALS 


Pesos  (crowns)  1  907-S-l  909-S 
VG-VF  each  $2.00  3  for  $5.00 

Culion  Leper  Colony  Pesos 
1925  F/VF  $2.50  each 

Orders  under  $5.00  add  25$ 


A-43  Aldo  P.  Basso 

/  M-JLJ  132  W.  25th  Ave., 
San  Mateo,  Calif.  94403 
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IT’S  A  FACT 

A  VACATION  . 

TO  MIAMI  IS 

The  Maryland  Foreign  Paper 
Money  Club  is  the  oldest  (and 

INCOMPLETE  WITH¬ 
OUT  A  VISIT  TO 

some  say,  the  best)  group  in 

SIDNEY  SMITH'S 

the  United  States  devoted  to 

RARE  COIN  STORE 

FOREIGN  PAPER  MONEY 

Its  quarterly.  The  Currency  Col¬ 
lector ,  and  a  specialized  130 

SIDNEY  W.  SMITH 

volume  library  can  be  yours. 

2512  BISCAYNE 

Ask  for  particulars  from 

ff  ^  \  BOULEVARD 

(  |  MIAMI  33137 

N\r.  Alexander  J.  Sullivan 
701  Hammonds  Lane 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21225 

VI  j /  FLORIDA 

L.M.  #332  A.N.A. 

For  the  finest  personal  service  on  coin  and 
stamp  supplies  in  the  New  England  States,  call 
or  write — 

Maurice  A.  Storck  &  Sons 

P.O.  Box  644 
Portland,  Maine 

FAST  —  RELIABLE  —  Featuring  the  complete 
Whitman  line  and  other  coin  and  stamp  sup¬ 
plies. 
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The  Kings  of  Northumbria 

655-867 


The  kingdom  of  Northumbria,  largest  of  the  seven  states  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  Heptarchy,  had  its  beginnings  in  the  middle  of  the  fifth 
century  with  the  settlement  of  Angles  upon  the  northeast  coast  of 
England.  After  a  century  these  Angles  had  established  themselves  and 
extended  their  dominion  to  the  point  where  they  formed  the  two  king¬ 
doms  of  Bernicfa  and  Deira,  named  by  modifying  the  Britonic  Bryneich 
and  Deifyr.  The  first  king  of  Bernicia  was  Ida  (547-559)  ;  Aella  (560- 
588)  was  Deira’s  first  king. 

For  another  hundred  years,  these  two  Northumbrian  kingdoms 
waged  constant  war  with  neighboring  Scots  and  Britons.  They  were 
intermittently  united  under  a  single  ruler,  with  one  king  of  Deira  and 
three  kings  of  Bernicia  achieving  this  distinction.  But  it  was  not  until 
Oswy’s  annexation  of  Deira  in  655  that  the  two  states  became  perma¬ 
nently  joined  in  the  kingdom  of  Northumbria. 

The  name  Northumbria  is  a  simple  geographical  description  of 
the  area  north  of  the  Humber  River.  At  its  greatest,  the  kingdom 
stretched  along  the  eastern  coast  from  the  mouth  of  the  Humber  to 
the  Firth  of  Forth,  and  thus  included  some  territory  in  what  is  now 
Scotland ;  it  extended  westward  to  the  Irish  Sea  except  for  two  areas 
in  the  extreme  northwest,  one  still  held  by  the  Piets  and  the  other 
the  Welsh  territory  of  Strathclyde.  The  Northumbrian  kingdom  has 
survived  etymologically  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  at  the 
northeast  tip  of  England,  wherein  abides  the  city  of  Newcastle,  to 
which  place  this  author  recently  had  the  exhilarating  experience  of 
carrying  coals. 

While  previous  installments  of  Uneasy  Lies  The  Head  have  been 
wholly  concerned  with  individual  monarchs,  one  would  be  hard  pressed 
to  fill  a  page  with  notes  on  the  lives  and  coins  of  most  of  the  North¬ 
umbrian  kings.  Few  historical  records  exist  beyond  Bede’s  Ecclesi¬ 
astical  History  and  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicles.  In  the  following  pages 
we  will  instead  have  a  brief  look  at  all  of  the  rulers  of  this  great 
northern  kingdom. 

OSWY 

655-671 

Oswy,  King  of  Bernicia  from  642,  united  his  kingdom  with  Deira  in 
655.  That  same  year  he  established  his  supremacy  in  England  by 
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defeating’  Penda,  the  pagan  king  of  Mercia.  Trapped  far  in  the  north 
of  his  kingdom  by  overwhelming  Mercian  and  Welsh  forces,  Oswy 
tried  to  sue  for  peace;  when  his  terms  were  rejected,  he  fought  and 
won. 

Oswy  carried  on  a  program  of  expansion  which  waned  after  four 
years  when  various  subject  people  rose  in  rebellion.  The  last  decade 
of  his  reign  was  marked  by  a  gradual  ebb  in  Northumbrian  supremacy. 
The  most  far-reaching  event  of  this  period  was  Oswy’s  decision  in  664 
to  shift  ecclesiastical  dominion  in  Northumbria  from  the  Church  of 
Iona,  which  followed  the  schismatic  teachings  of  St.  Columba,  to 
the  Church  of  Rome.  Oswy  felt  that  the  authority  of  the  whole  Roman 
Church  outweighed  the  vestiges  of  Celtic  Christianity,  and  thus  pre¬ 
vented  England  from  growing  up  as  a  nation  split  laterally  by  reli¬ 
gious  differences. 


ECGFRITH 

671-685 


Ecgfrith  was  Oswy’s  second  son  but  succeeded  his  father  because  of 
his  brother  Alchfrid’s  rebellion.  His  reign  was  marked  by  intermittent 
warfare  with  neighbors  on  all  sides.  He  fought  the  Piets,  battled  the 
other  English  states,  devastated  monasteries  and  churches  in  Kent, 
and  for  no  discernible  reason  crossed  the  Irish  Sea  to  ravage  a  portion 
of  Ireland.  This  last  expedition,  undertaken  a  year  before  his  death, 
seems  to  have  been  pointless,  as  he  laid  waste  a  people  who  had  been 
no  threat  to  him.  The  following  year  Ecgfrith  attacked  King  Bruide  of 
the  Piets,  who  feigned  a  retreat  and  trapped  Ecgfrith’s  army.  The 
Northumbrian  king  and  most  of  his  soldiers  fell  in  battle,  and  con¬ 
temporary  chroniclers  regarded  this  as  divine  retribution  for  his  inva¬ 
sion  of  Ireland.  Much  of  Northumbria’s  northern  territory  was  lost, 
and  the  state  never  recovered  its  earlier  power. 

Ecgfrith  also  had  a  to-do  with  a  churchman  named  Wilfred  which 
is  reminiscent  of  the  conflict  of  Henry  II  and  Thomas  a  Becket. 

The  copper  coin  of  Ecgfrith  illustrated  here  is  one  of  only  five 
known.  All  were  found  in  1813  in  a  churchyard  in  Durham. 

ALDFRID 

685-705 

Aldfrid,  an  illegitimate  son  of  Oswy’s,  had  lived  in  exile  during  his 
half-brother  Ecgfrith’s  reign.  After  Ecgfrith  died  in  the  Battle  of 
Nechtansmere,  Aldfrid  returned  to  rule  over  Northumbria.  He  was 
gentle,  scholarly  and  pious,  rare  attributes  for  a  Northumbrian 
ruler,  and  he  spent  his  twenty  years  on  the  throne  attempting  to 
consolidate  his  kingdom  and  live  in  relative  harmony  with  neighbor¬ 
ing  peoples.  Quarrels  with  the  Church  were  also  held  to  a  minimum. 
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EARDWULF  I 
705 

When  Aldfrid  died  peacefully  in  705,  his  heir  was  his  son  Osred,  who 
was  then  only  eight  years  old.  Northumbria  had  never  had  a  child 
king,  and  Eardwulf  took  advantage  of  the  general  unrest  to  place 
himself  on  the  throne.  Little  is  known  of  him.  He  seems  to  have  been  a 
distant  relative  of  the  Northumbrian  royal  family.  In  any  case,  he 
was  king  for  only  two  months  before  a  group  of  noblemen  decided 
to  crown  Aldfrid’s  young  son.  They  expelled  Eardwulf,  and  history 
records  no  more  of  him. 


OSRED  J 
705-716 

According  to  St.  Boniface,  the  decision  to  crown  Osred  was  a  mis¬ 
take;  in  745  he  wrote  of  the  young  king  as  a  dissolute  youth,  a  tyrant, 
a  murderer  of  his  noblest  subjects,  a  ravisher  of  nuns  and  a  plunderer 
of  monasteries.  Eventually  his  subjects  conspired  to  overthrow  him, 
and  in  716  “he  lost  his  glorious  kingdom,  his  young  life  and  his  lustful 
soul  by  a  contemptible  and  vile  death. ”  He  was  then  only  19;  one  con¬ 
cludes  that  he  must  have  displayed  unusual  precocity  in  his  villainy. 


COENRED 

716-718 

As  Sir  Charles  Oman  observes  in  England  Before  the  Norman  Con¬ 
quest,  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  political  unrest  of  Anglo-Saxon 
England  was  the  lack  of  an  orderly  procedure  for  the  succession  of 
kings.  In  time  this  cavalier  attitude  would  provide  William  with  an 
excuse  to  invade  the  island  after  the  death  of  Edward  the  Confessor. 
But  for  centuries  prior  to  the  Norman  Conquest,  Saxon  kings  failed 
to  establish  true  dynasties,  and  any  nobleman  with  a  fair  army  and 
a  vague  claim  to  royal  lineage  could  launch  a  power  play  to  steal  the 
throne. 

From  Osred’s  death  onward,  Northumbrian  history  is  the  saga 
of  countless  palace  revolutions  of  this  sort,  marked  by  murder  and 
treachery,  and  handing  the  keys  to  this  northern  kingdom  to  an 
endless  parade  of  rogues  and  scoundrels.  Coenred,  whose  claim  to  fame 
was  his  leadership  of  Osred’s  murderers,  was  just  this  sort. 

Coenred  claimed  descent  from  the  ancient  line  of  Ida  of  Bernicia. 
An  ambitious  nobleman,  he  grabbed  the  throne,  held  it  for  two  years, 
and  died  a  natural  death  in  718. 


OSRIC 

718-729 

Virtually  nothing  at  all  is  known  of  Osric,  except  that  he  had  no 
more  than  the  remotest  of  hereditary  claims  to  the  crown.  He  died 
after  eleven  years  on  the  throne,  naming  as  his  successor  one  Ceolwulf, 
a  brother  of  Coenred. 
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CEOLWULF 

729-737 


Although  Osric  had  named  Ceolwulf  as  his  heir  apparent,  this  did 
not  prevent  other  forces  from  contesting  the  succession.  In  731  rival 
forces  captured  Ceolwulf,  shaved  his  head,  and  tucked  him  away  in  a 
monastery.  Later  in  the  same  year  another  revolution  put  him  back  on 
the  throne  again. 

One  of  Northumbria’s  better  kings,  Ceolwulf  was  pious  and  schol¬ 
arly.  His  desire  that  a  chronicle  of  England  be  written  led  Bede  to 
dedicate  to  him  his  Ecclesiastical  History  of  the  Eyiglish  People. 

In  737,  Ceolwulf  decided  he  had  had  enough  of  kingship.  He  retired 
to  the  same  monastery  where  he  had  been  forcibly  interned  six  years 
earlier,  and  there  amended  the  monastic  rules  to  permit  monks  to  drink 
wine  and  beer,  which  he  subsequently  did  himself  until  his  death  in 
760. 


EADBERT 

737-758 


Oman  describes  Eadbert’s  reign  as  “the  last  bright  spot  in  the 
Northumbrian  annals.”  This  cou  in  of  Ceolwulf  was  a  strong  king 
and  a  capable  general.  In  740  he  checked  Mercian  expansion  by  fight¬ 
ing  his  southern  neighbors  to  a  standstill,  and  from  that  time  forward 
neither  of  the  two  states  seriously  attempted  to  overcome  the  other. 
The  Humber  became  a  boundary  between  two  Englands.  In  later 
years,  Eadbert  fought  the  Piets,  joined  the  Piets  to  fight  the  Welsh  in 
Strathclyde,  and  ultimately  followed  in  Ceolwulf’s  footsteps  by  abdi¬ 
cating  in  758  to  enter  a  monastery. 

A  silver  sceat  of  Eadbert  is  shown  above  on  the  left.  To  its  right 
is  a  silver  coin  of  Ecgbert,  Archbishop  of  York  from  734  to  766  and  a 
brother  of  the  king.  The  latter  piece  has  the  king’s  name  on  the 
obverse  and  Ecgbert’s  on  the  reverse,  along  with  a  portrait  of  the 
archbishop. 
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OSWULF 

758-759 

Eadbert’s  decision  to  abdicate  was  greeted  with  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  the  Republican  Party  responded  to  Calvin  Coolidge’s  announce¬ 
ment  that  he  did  not  choose  to  run.  His  vassals  are  supposed  to  have 
offered  him  great  lands  and  wealth  if  he  would  only  postpone  his 
abdication.  But  he  left  the  throne,  and  the  country  was  plunged  im¬ 
mediately  into  near  anarchy. 

Eadbert’s  son  Oswulf  was  the  first  victim  of  this  chaos.  After  less 
than  a  year  he  was  murdered  by  members  of  his  own  household, 
probably  led  by  his  own  successor.  History  remembers  little  more  than 
the  place  of  his  murder,  a  town  with  the  charming  name  of  Mickle- 
Wongton,  probably  near  the  old  Roman  city  of  Corbridge. 


AETHELWALD  MOLL 
759-765 

This  nobleman  of  uncertain  descent  took  the  throne  with  the 
support  of  the  people  rather  than  through  election  by  the  Witan. 
Oswine,  a  cousin  or  brother  of  the  murdered  Oswulf,  immediately  rose 
against  him.  Aethelwald  Moll  defeated  Oswine  in  battle  in  761,  spent 
four  more  years  on  a  tottering  throne,  and,  after  plagues  of  dysentery 
spread  through  the  countryside  and  the  cities  of  York  and  Doncaster 
were  destroyed  by  fires,  a  nightlong  shower  of  meteors  on  January 
1,  765,  convinced  the  populace  that  something  was  amiss.  The  Witan 
met  at  Finchale  in  autumn,  shaved  the  king’s  head,  and  stuffed 
King  Moll  into  a  handy  monastery. 


ALCHRED 

765-774 


There  were  two  logical  successors  to  Aethelwald  Moll,  his  own  son 
and  the  son  of  the  murdered  Oswulf,  but  the  Northumbrians  passed 
them  both  by  to  crown  Alchred,  another  nobleman  of  vague  royal 
descent  from  one  of  the  younger  sons  of  Ida  of  Bernicia. 

Alchred  tried  to  consolidate  his  regency  by  marrying  a  daughter  of 
the  dead  Oswulf,  but  rebellion  raged  constantly  throughout  his  reign. 
He  was  ultimately  deposed  by  a  combination  of  due  process  and  palace 
revolution,  fled  to  Bamborough  on  the  northeast  coast,  then  lived  in 
exile  among  the  Piets,  where  he  died. 

The  two  coins  of  Alchred  shown  above  are  silver  sceats.  Both  are 
extremely  rare. 
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AETHELRED  I 
774-779  and  790-796 


Although  the  name  Aethelred  was  common  enough  among  Anglo- 
Saxon  kings  and  nobles,  the  character  of  King  Aethelred  I  of  Northum¬ 
bria  sets  him  well  apart  from  his  fellows.  In  both  halves  of  his  divided 
reign  he  did  everything  in  his  power  to  make  himself  the  absolute 
personification  of  Evil. 

The  son  of  Aethelwald  Moll,  Aethelred  was  proclaimed  king  upon 
the  forced  abdication  of  Alchred.  His  career  echoed  those  of  the  worst 
of  the  Roman  emperors.  Bloody  from  the  start,  it  peaked  in  778 
with  the  treacherous  murder  of  three  leading  noblemen.  A  few  months 
later  his  subjects  rose  up  and  expelled  him. 

After  eleven  years  of  exile,  Aethelred  launched  a  conspiracy  which 
returned  him  to  the  throne  in  790.  He  immediately  resumed  his  scheme 
for  the  systematic  depopulation  of  the  Northumbrian  countryside.  The 
two  young  sons  of  King  Aelfwald  were  in  sanctuary  at  York;  Aethel¬ 
red  got  them  out  with  false  promises  and  had  them  drowned.  Another 
enemy  was  attacked  and  left  for  dead,  but  Aethelred’s  assassins 
bungled  their  job  and  the  victim  survived,  escaped,  and  years  later 
became  King  Eardwulf  II.  When  the  exiled  Osred  II  invaded  the  coun¬ 
try,  Aethelred  captured  him  and  lopped  off  his  head.  When  the  first 
Danish  invasions  made  their  mark  on  England  and  changed  that 
nation’s  history  in  794,  Aethelred  captured  the  leader  of  the  Danes 
and  had  him  heaved  into  a  pit  of  adders.  Other  Danish  captives  were 
killed  to  the  last  man. 

Aethelred  was  on  good  terms  with  Charlemagne  and  married  a 
daughter  of  King  Offa  of  Mercia.  He  died,  not  surprisingly,  by  the 
sword,  murdered  in  796  by  conspirators  who  slew  him  at  Corbridge. 
The  coins  of  his  reign  include  both  silver  and  copper  sceats. 


AELFWALD  I 
779-788 


This  son  of  King  Oswulf  and  grandson  of  Eadbert  became  king  when 
Aethelred  was  deposed.  Like  his  grandfather,  he  was  far  above  the 
ordinary  run  of  Northumbrian  monarchs,  pious,  just,  saintly,  and  a 
capable  ruler.  He  lived  at  peace  with  his  neighbors  and  preserved 
Northumbria  from  civil  war.  After  a  nine-year  reign  a  conspiring 
nobleman  murdered  him. 

The  coins  shown  above  are  silver  sceats. 
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OSRED  II 
788-790 

When  King  Alchred  fled  in  774,  he  took  his  son  Osred  into  exile 
with  him.  It  was  this  Osred  who  was  crowned  after  the  murder  of 
Aelfwald.  The  two  sons  of  Aelfwald  were  passed  over,  later  to  be 
drowned  as  we  have  seen  on  the  orders  of  Aethelred.  Osred’s  reign 
was  short,  and  in  the  course  of  Aethelred’s  plot  to  recover  the  throne 
he  was  imprisoned  in  York,  then  managed  to  escape  to  the  Isle  of 
Man.  In  792  he  tried  to  recover  the  throne  and  failed.  Aethelred 
had  him  beheaded. 


OSBALD 

796 

In  a  succession  marked  by  brief  reigns,  Osbald  holds  the  record  for 
brevity.  Proclaimed  king  by  the  conspirators  who  killed  Aethelred  I, 
he  balanced  the  Northumbrian  crown  on  his  head  for  just  twenty-seven 
days  before  another  party  of  nobles  knocked  it  off  and  sent  Osbald 
scurrying  into  a  monastery. 


EARDWULF  II 
796-806  and  808-810 

Eardwulf,  as  you  may  recall,  was  the  man  whom  Aethelred’s  depu¬ 
ties  had  tried  to  murder.  Left  for  dead,  he  recovered,  escaped,  and 
eventually  took  the  throne  after  leading  the  opposition  to  Osbald.  By 
this  time  Northumbrian  politics  had  settled  down  to  a  perpetual 
state  of  upheaval  interrupted  by  occasional  stretches  of  anarchy. 
Eardwulf  put  down  one  rebellion  after  another,  executed  rebel  upon 
rebel,  was  expelled  in  806  and  returned  under  extraordinary  circum¬ 
stances  two  years  later.  Two  papal  legates  accompanied  him,  along 
with  two  abbots  sent  by  Charlemagne,  and  the  four  churchmen  per¬ 
suaded  Aelfwald  II  to  abdicate  in  Eardwulf’s  favor.  Eardwulf 
reigned  two  more  years  and  died.  Eanbald  II,  Archbishop  of  York, 
struck  silver  and  copper  sceats  during  this  time. 

AELFWALD  II 
806-808 


It  was  this  Aelfwald  who  had  the  unhappy  distinction  of  being 
deposed  at  the  suggestion  of  Charlemagne  and  the  Pope.  He  abdicated 
voluntarily  and  promptly  disappeared  from  History. 

Few  coins  of  this  reign  exist.  The  one  shown  is  a  copper  sceat, 
with  the  moneyer’s  name  AEEADIDI  on  the  reverse. 
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EANRED 

810-840 


Eanred  was  the  son  of  Eardwulf  II,  and  succeeded  upon  his  father’s 
death.  The  length  of  his  reign,  evidently  free  of  serious  uprisings 
and  conspiracies,  sets  him  well  apart  from  his  predecessors  and  suc¬ 
cessors  alike.  Historians  agree  that  no  great  personal  merit  was 
responsible  for  Eanred’s  durability.  Northumbria  deteriorated  rap¬ 
idly  during  his  reign,  with  Pictish  encroachment  and  Danish  invasion 
cutting  into  the  territory  of  the  kingdom. 

When  Ecgbert  of  Wessex  moved  to  establish  his  power  over  all  of 
England,  Northumbria  was  in  no  state  to  maintain  its  independence. 
In  827,  Eanred  did  homage  to  Ecgbert,  thus  taking  the  first  giant 
step  toward  the  eventual  unification  of  the  island. 

Eanred  accomplished  still  another  rare  feat  in  Northumbria.  When 
he  died  in  840,  he  died  in  bed  of  natural  causes,  and  was  succeeded 
in  orderly  fashion  by  his  son,  Aethelred  II. 

The  coin  shown  here  is  a  most  interesting  piece,  bearing  the  legend 
+  EANRED  R  on  one  side  and  +AEILRED  R  on  the  other.  Perhaps 
Eanred  shared  a  measure  of  the  kingship  with  his  son  during  the 
latter  years  of  his  reign. 


AETIIELRED  II 
840-844  and  844-848 


After  Eanred’s  death,  the  Northumbrians  happily  returned  to  the 
game  of  civil  war.  Little  is  known  of  the  details  of  his  son  Aethelred’s 
reign.  He  was  deprived  of  the  crown  after  four  years,  took  it  back 
after  a  few  months,  and  was  finally  murdered  in  848. 

The  copper  sceat  shown  above  is  by  the  moneyer  Leofthegn. 


REDWULF 

844 

Redwulf  (whose  name  sounds  more  like  that  of  an  Apache  chief 
than  a  Northumbrian  king)  reigned  for  only  a  few  months  before 
he  was  killed  during  a  Danish  raid.  Though  his  reign  was  short,  his 
coins  are  among  the  more  common  Northumbrian  issues,  with  quite 
a  number  of  moneyers  producing  copper  sceats  bearing  his  name. 
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OSBEORHT 

848-867 


Osbeorht  murdered  Aethelred  IT  and  took  over  in  848.  After  thirteen 
years  Aella  rose  against  him. 


AELLA 

867 


For  five  years,  Osbeorht  and  Aella  waged  civil  war  while  the  king¬ 
dom  crumbled  around  them.  Finally,  when  the  Danish  invasions 
threatened  to  overrun  the  entire  country,  the  two  kings  made  a  tem¬ 
porary  peace  and  united  to  fight  the  invaders.  The  Danes  made  their 
stand  in  York  and  destroyed  all  but  a  remnant  of  the  Northumbrian 
army.  Both  Osbeorht  and  Aella  died  in  the  battle. 

To  all  intents  and  purposes,  this  was  the  end  of  the  kingdom  of 
Northumbria.  Other  pretenders  rose  up  here  and  there,  but  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  just  who  wore  the  Northumbrian  crown  at  any  given  time 
after  867  is  academic.  The  crown  was  by  then  an  empty  one;  the 
Danes  held  power  in  the  land,  and  Northumbria  was  only  a  geographic 
expression. 


.  .  shucks,  folks,  now  ain’t  this  a  purely  outfit?" 
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FRENCH  ASSIGNATS 

by  V.  L.  Bigsby 

Part  II 


BILLETS  DE  CONFIANCE 


The  large  denomination  Assig¬ 
nats  of  1790  and  1791  were  of  no 
use  for  small  purchases.  “Numer¬ 
aire,”  or  hard  cash,  disappeared 
when  Assignats  first  began  to  cir¬ 
culate.  To  maintain  everyday 
business,  scrip  was  resorted  to, 
such  as  that  used  in  the  United 
States  during  the  Civil  War  and 
the  Depression  of  1933. 

Local  authorities  and  private 
individuals  issued  “Billets  de  Con- 
fiance,”  so-called  because  the 
issuers  invited  the  confidence  of 
the  public.  Practically  all  the  de¬ 
partments  of  France  issued  this 
small  money.  (The  Department 
of  Orne,  north  of  Le  Mans,  had 
94  caisses  or  banks.)  They  were 
issued  not  only  by  departments 
but  by  cities,  boroughs,  townships 
and  parishes  as  well  as  mer¬ 
chants. 

These  “billets”  were  issued  in 
denominations  ranging  from  6 
liards  (one-half  sou)  to  3  livres. 
Most  of  them  were  freely  ex- 

BON  POURQUARANTE  $Ot$.'*|* 


Bili.rt  de  Confiance  k  dchanger  pour 
des  Assignats  de  100  liv.  chez  Lami, 
Paroisse  de  Ray ,  District  de  Laigle. 


/  *  L* 


Forty  sols.  Parish  of  Ray  (District  of 
Laigle).  This  is  merchant’s  scrip,  ex¬ 
changeable  for  Assignats  of  100  livres 
“chez  Lami.” 


changeable  for  assignats  if  pre¬ 
sented  in  sums  of  5,  50,  100,  300 
or  more  livres.  It  is  assumed  that 
one  having  a  lesser  amount  was 
required  to  spend  them  before 
they  might  become  valueless. 

The  National  Assembly  an¬ 
nounced  that  agencies  issuing 
local  notes  could  demand  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Government.  The  Sec¬ 
tion  of  tuileries,  of  the  Society  of 
Monopolies,  petitioned  the  Paris 
officials  in  October  of  1791  to 
scrutinize  the  Patriotic  Bank,  the 
largest  private  organization  issu¬ 
ing  Billets  de  Confiance.  It  was 
estimated  that  there  were  100,- 
000,000  livres  issued  in  the 
Provinces  and  40,000,000  livres  in 
Paris.  The  Patriotic  Bank,  the 
most  famous  of  these  institutions, 
had  a  reserve  in  April,  1792  of 
only  5,000,000  livres  in  Assignats 


Three  sols,  Rouen.  This  merchant  scrip  is 
noteworthy  since  the  full  address  is  given 
— “chez  Jacques  ferrand  imprimeur  rue 
Ganterie  No.  65  a  Rouen.”  Shades  of 
Hall  and  Sellers  for  U.  S.  Continental 
Currency. 
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against  17,500,000  outstanding 
notes. 

In  December,  1791,  the  small 
denomination  Assignats  were  at 
a  relatively  high  value  and  the 
public  was  beginning  to  lose  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  Billet  de  Confiance. 
The  Government  finally  overcame 
all  deficiencies  in  small  denomina¬ 
tions  by  the  end  of  1792.  This 
ended  the  need  for  the  local  scrip. 

The  Billet  of  Confiance  is  one 
of  the  scarcest  types  of  Assignats 
and  rather  difficult  to  obtain.  This 
is  probably  due  to  their  broad 
issuance  throughout  the  country¬ 


six  liards,  Bolbec,  Year  IV  (1792).  This 
is  the  lowest  denomination  noted. 


side.  Those  which  were  turned  in 
were  mostly  destroyed,  while  those 
remaining  became  valueless  and 
were  lost.  This  same  situation  has 
occurred  in  many  emissions  of 
U.  S.  Colonial  currency,  where 
the  very  low  denominations  are 
exceedingly  rare.  Today,  a  col¬ 
lector  must  content  himself  with 
a  few  of  these  items  although 
hundreds  were  issued. 

Very  little  has  been  written  on 
the  Billet  de  Confiance.  Probably 
the  easiest  way  to  explain  some 
variations  and  to  obtain  a  general 
picture  is  by  illustrating  a  few : 


Three  livres,  Rouen.  This  is  the  highest 
denomination  noted  and  was  good  until 
31  July  1792.  It  was  redeemable  in  As¬ 
signats  in  sums  of  300  livres  by  the 
“Association  Patriotique.” 


Ten  sols,  Canton  of  Ferte-Mace  (District  of  Domfront, 
Department  of  Orne).  The  “Association  Patriotique.’’ 
This  must  have  been  a  large  issue  since  it  not  only 
has  a  handwritten  number  but  also  a  handwritten 
series  number.  This  device  eliminated  any  astronomi¬ 
cal  serial  numbers  being  used.  The  time  period  was 
limited  to  1  May  1793.  You  will  note  the  vignette  with 
the  word  “Liberty.” 
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VO  V  it. 


hOOGOd 


'  Sefcs,  ch^zOi  rard  et  ccnnpaguso 

QfTATRE  SOLS, 

HemboursaMes  en  A, si.  de  5  liv. 


/  ,  s 

j  <49  '9?/  2 


Second e  /mission.  NTs 


Four  sols.  Sees.  This  is  a  hand  numbered, 
second  emission  of  merchant  scrip.  It  is 
exchangeable  for  “Assi.  de  5  liv.”  “chez 
Girard  et  compagnie.” 


D’UN  SOt.,  $ 

^vwurSable  1  voloflttf ,  en  Assignael  *0* 
cinq  liv  res  ,  jmc  BON  N  tT  ,  ^ 
•cdant  t  It  Neufchiftl  en  dray. 


One  sol,  Neufchatel  in  Bray.  A  very 
plain  billet  issued  by  “BONNET,  Nego¬ 
tiant”  which  was  redeemable  in  5  livres 
Assignats — if  one  ever  got  enough  notes. 


^  ML' NIC1PA LITE  du  Pom-du-CWteau. 

“  *  . 

BILLET  DE  CONTIANCE  de  Trois  Sovs  dmi, 
I  «n  execution  dc  deliberation  du  conseil-gendral  de 
la  commune  i  dchangei  coatxe  dot  assignat*  de 
a*  ciaq  litre*,  jy 

N  *  7‘  (/fc 


K)  Trois  »  (TW,& 


Three  sous,  the  City  of  Pont-du-Chateau.  This  note 
was  emitted  with  the  consent  of  the  Counsel-General 
of  the  Commune  (township)  and  was  exchangeable  for 
Assignats  in  sums  of  5  livres.  This  note  not  only  is 
hand  numbered  and  signed,  but  also  has  a  small  im¬ 
pressed  seal  at  the  lower  right  side.  It  specifically  pro¬ 
claims  itself  to  be  a  Billet  de  Confiance. 


tray.  District  d’Argentan 
«*e  Medavy. 


Musdcij.i-iin.'  die  Maiiavy. 

Billet  de  qv  atr e  sous,  cauiiocni 
ptir  le  Soutfigne , 

R  eiolxmmbU  en  Assignat*  do  cinq  tivres, 

N.o/sf 


;p.  del'Orne,  District  d’Argentan 


Municipality  de  Medavy. 
JeQtiATttK  soci,  cautionne 


1LI.2T  < 

par  1«  Sous&i^ny  , 
embours.  cn  Assignats  de  cent  liv 


Both  are  for  four  sous.  City  of  Medavy 
(Dep.  de  1’  Orne).  At  first  glance  these 
notes  appear  to  be  duplicates.  However, 
one  has  a  handwritten  number.  It  is  as¬ 
sumed  that  numbering  became  tedious  and 
was  therefore  omitted  in  later  emissions. 
The  other  comes  with  different  borders, 
although  otherwise  identical.  This  may 
have  been  as  a  control  of  the  number 
printed  or  possibly  to  prevent  counter¬ 
feiting. 
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Ten  sous,  the  city  of  Laval  (capital  of 
the  Department  of  Mayenne),  1791.  This 
note  was  numbered  by  hand  and  had  two 
written  signatures.  It  was  payable  in 
Assignats,  but  no  fixed  sum  was  stated. 


SOW  DH  TROIS  UVHFA. 
nr>9s  donnsrorw  tin  Ais^nar  de  ;oo 

la  mime  v<t!eur  cn  nos  Biilcts 


/'fyctsf 


Three  livres,  Doudeville,  District  of 
Cany.  These  notes  are  redeemable  for  300 
livre  Assignats  when  the  same  value  is 
presented.  This  billet  is  interesting  since 
it  states  the  purpose  of  emission — “Bon 
de  Confiance  au  profit  des  pauvres  de 
Doudeville”  (for  the  relief  of  the  poor). 


Tarascon,  “Depart.  des  Bouches  du 
Rhone.”  This  billet  allowed  the  town  to 
write  in  any  convenient  amount  which 
would  be  reimbursable  in  Assignats.  It 
is  unsigned,  but  a  written  amount  is  very 
faintly  visible. 


Ten  sols,  Lonlay  (Department  of  Orne). 
This  merchant  scrip  is  also  hand  num¬ 
bered  and  signed.  However,  it  is  only  re¬ 
deemable  until  15  December  1795  in  sums 
of  50  livres  or  more  “chez  le  Sieur  Du- 
ereux.”  Optimists! 


r  • 


1 


I  District  deVervins,  Mu nic.de Wassigoi  7 


Bon  d’UN  sou , 

Remhoursable  par  tevecque ,  Mortier, 
Mardchil  ct  Guyot ,  associes ,  cn  Assi¬ 
gnats  de  iiv.  depots  au  Greffe. 

'  '  1 

■*  s 

-  . . . — * — 

9  Crdadoo  du  *5  Septembre  1791.  a 

"ii-j'TiHT1:  '"ii'jB* . . i-y . . .  . . . 


t .  1 


One  sou.  City  of  Wassigni  (District  of  Vervins).  This 
billet  specifically  gives  the  date  of  emission,  25  Sep¬ 
tember  1792.  Apparently  “Levecque,  Mortier,  Mare- 
chal  et  Guyot,  associes”  did  not  realize  that  Billets  de 
Confiance  were  on  their  way  out  and  took  a  chance. 
Some  folks  never  give  up. 
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SKCOUSS, 

St.  This  ms , 

i- 

«V  O  L  S  /i  Cc  hanger  contrc 
la  Cm* >s  Pairivtiqut  V 


%  i 

V- 

m 

*•> 

S 

I* 

I1 


JJ  it  (Tlx  nr. 


15  sols,  welfare  organization  in  Paris.  Exchangeable  with  notes  of  the  Caisse  Patri- 
otique,  1791.  Unusual  format. 


The  scrip  illustrated  is  merely  a  very  small  sample  of  what  one  might 
expect  from  a  collection  of  the  “Billet  de  Confiance.”  It  is  interesting  to 
speculate  how  many  loaves  of  bread,  how  many  cabbages,  or  faggots 
of  wood  may  have  been  purchased.  What  finger  waving  must  have 
gone  on  during  the  bargaining  and  payment  with  these  notes!  Then 
again,  who  finally  lost  money  when  they  were  not  redeemed.  Interest¬ 
ing,  n’est  pas? 


End  of  Part  II 


Service . .  •  has  been  the  secret  of  our  suc¬ 
cess  ...  it  has  placed  us  at  the 
pinnacle  of  suppliers  of  all 
numismatic  accessories  that  are 
advertised. 

We  are  prompt  .  .  .  efficient! 
Every  Whitman  product ,  of  course! 

East  or  West  M.  MEGHR1G  &  SONS  Serves  You  Best 

In  New  York  (10003):  239  Park  Avenue  South,  GRamorcy  3-8150 
In  Los  Angeles  (90005):  525  South  Western  Avenue,  DUnkirk  8-9393 
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Sterling  Commentary 

by  K.  E.  Iiressett ,  F.R.1S.S. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  BOULTON’S 
TWOPENNY  PIECES 


The  history  of  these  remark¬ 
able  coins  is  interesting  and  in¬ 
structive.  Their  production  marks 
a  period  of  improvement  in  the 
bronze  coinage  of  England  which 
had  never  been  attained  before, 
nor  has  it  since  been  excelled. 

To  fully  appreciate  the  interest 
centered  in  the  issue  of  the  two¬ 
penny  pieces,  it  is  necessary  to 
consider  the  circumstances  and 
difficulties  under  which  they  were 
produced,  and  the  reason  why 
they  were  only  coined  in  the  one 
year. 

Matthew  Boulton  was  born  in 
Birmingham  on  the  third  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1728.  He  entered  his 
father’s  works  at  a  very  early 
age,  and  soon  gained  an  insight 
into  the  varied  manufactures  of 
the  town.  During  this  time  he 
learned  drawing  from  Wortlidge 
and  mathematics  from  Cooper, 
and  as  early  as  1745  he  had  in¬ 
vented  several  important  im¬ 
provements  in  the  manufacture 


of  steel. 

In  1762  it  was  found  necessary 
to  remove  the  works  from  Snow 
Hill  to  far  more  commodious 
premises,  and  a  site  was  chosen 
where  a  handsome  building  was 
erected  to  accommodate  1,000 
men.  These  works  were  destined 
soon  to  be  universally  known  as 
“Soho.” 

In  1775  Mr.  Boulton  had  re¬ 
course  to  the  steam  engine  for  the 
furtherance  of  his  designs,  and 
two  years  afterwards  entere:! 
into  partnership  with  James 
Watt,  of  Glasgow,  who  made 
great  improvements  in  this  en¬ 
gine  of  power.  By  their  coopera¬ 
tion  the  steam  engine  was  carried 
to  an  astonishing  height  of  per¬ 
fection. 

About  this  time,  Mr.  Boulton, 
upon  returning  from  a  journey 
(by  road,  of  course),  during 
which  he  had  passed  through 
many  tollgates,  discovered  in  his 
possession  more  base  coins  than 
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good  ones.  This  led  him  to  con¬ 
sider  the  subject,  and  he  found 
that  a  number  of  small  manufac¬ 
turers  were  issuing  coppered  lead 
coins  in  large  quantities,  having 
grown  bold  in  this  illicit  trade, 
partly  because,  owing  to  inferior 
manufacture,  the  real  article  was 
so  easily  imitated;  and  partly  be¬ 
cause  the  authorities  at  the  Mint 
rather  winked  at  the  forgery 
which  saved  them  from  some  of 
the  unprofitable  work  of  coining 
copper  at  a  loss.  He  was  grieved 
to  find  that  the  workmen  of  Birm¬ 
ingham,  small  tradesmen,  and 
the  public  generally,  suffered  con¬ 
siderable  loss  by  this  fraud. 

After  this  discovery,  Mr.  Boul¬ 
ton  determined  to  mend  matters 
by  issuing  coinage  for  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  could  not  be  imitated 
profitably.  For  this  object  he  had 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Pitt,  show¬ 
ing  his  designs  for  the  coins,  and 
specimens  of  tokens  and  coins  of 
his  make,  and  was  promised  an 
order  if  he  erected  the  necessary 
machinery.  This  he  did  after 
much  thought  and  many  consulta¬ 
tions  with  Mr.  Watt,  and  in  1787 
the  result  was  patented  ma¬ 
chinery  of  a  most  perfect  kind,  so 
good,  in  fact,  that  one  of  the 
machines  has  only  recently  been 
discarded  by  the  Royal  Mint. 

Finding  that  the  Government 
did  not  keep  faith  with  him,  and 
fearing  great  loss  through  the 
cost  he  had  been  put  to,  Mr. 
Boulton  commenced  coining  cop¬ 
per  for  the  Colonies,  and  stamp¬ 
ing  tokens,  etc.,  many  of  which 
added  greatly  to  the  reputation 
of  Soho. 

Not  till  1797  did  he  receive  his 
first  order  from  the  British  Gov¬ 
ernment;  an  order  consisting  of 
500  tons  of  copper  coins,  made 
up  of  twopenny  pieces,  pennies, 
halfpennies,  and  farthings.  De¬ 


signs  were  again  submitted,  which 
were  considered  most  satisfac¬ 
tory.  The  weights  were  propor¬ 
tioned  to  a  nicety,  each  of  the 
twopenny  pieces  weighing  two 
ounces,  and  the  penny,  halfpenny 
and  farthing  weighing  exactly 
one  ounce,  half  an  ounce,  and  a 
quarter  of  an  ounce  respectively. 
Upon  the  acceptance  of  the  de¬ 
signs,  the  dies  were  sunk  by  the 
artist  Kuchler,  resulting  in  a 
series  of  coins  of  most  exceptional 
merit,  unsurpassed  by  any  later 
efforts. 

The  high  quality  of  the  discs, 
or  blanks,  the  mathematical  ac¬ 
curacy  of  the  broad  flat  rims,  and 
the  indented  letters,  so  unusual 
in  coins,  effectually  combined  to 
prevent  any  imitation,  without 
immediate  detection.  So  exact 
was  the  weight  of  each  of  these 
coins  that  they  were  used  for 
weights  for  many  years,  in  pref¬ 
erence  to  those  sent  out  by  the 
scalemakers. 

On  the  obverse  of  the  twopenny 
piece,  especially,  is  a  fine  head  of 
George  III,  with  features  of  re¬ 
pose  and  dignity  of  expression ; 
while,  on  the  reverse,  Britannia 
sits  with  grace  of  figure  and  pos¬ 
ture,  while  the  perspective  of  the 
seascape  and  the  passing  vessel 
shows  the  master  hand  of  the 
designer.  Boulton  and  Watt  made 
coins  for  the  Government  from 
1797  to  1806,  and  during  the  time 
4,200  tons  were  delivered  by 
them. 

It  was  under  these  exceptional 
and  peculiar  circumstances  that 
the  splendid  and  inimitable  coins 
of  1797  were  issued,  and  of  these 
the  twopenny  pieces  were  the 
largest  and  finest  coin  of  all. 
Their  weight  and  unwieldiness, 
however,  condemned  them  as  cur¬ 
rent  coin,  and  after  1797  they 
were  never  coined  again. 
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IRELAND’S  FIRST 
COMMEMORATIVE  COIN 

by  Horace  Bull 


On  Easter  Monday  in  1916,  a 
band  of  patriots  proclaimed  the 
Irish  Republic  in  the  streets  of 
Dublin.  Now,  fifty  years  after  the 
glorious  Easter  Rising,  the  Re¬ 
public  of  Ireland  honors  their 
rebellion  with  the  issuance  of  Ire¬ 
land’s  first  commemorative  coin. 

The  coin  wiy  be  unique  in 
several  other  respects  as  well.  The 
denomination  is  Ten  Shillings,  a 
new  coin  denomination  for  Ire¬ 
land.  The  metal  is  silver,  and  no 
Irish  coins  have  been  struck  in 
silver  since  1943. 

A  columnist  in  the  Irish  Inde¬ 
pendent  provided  the  following 
details  late  last  year: 

“One  can  safely  predict  even 
now  that  there  will  be  an  enor¬ 
mous  demand  for  the  silver  10/- 
piece.  .  .  .  How  many  coins  will 
the  Royal  Mint  in  London  be 
asked  to  make?  Details  such  as 
this  are  not  available  yet,  but  one 
can  surely  think  in  terms  of  mil¬ 
lions.  Few  Irish  homes  will  wish 
to  remain  without  this  unique 
memento,  but  what  stays  in  Ire¬ 
land  will  be  only  a  fraction  of  the 
number  which  will  be  sent  and 
brought  abroad.  .  .  . 

“The  coin  .  .  .  will  be  somewhat 
larger  than  a  halfcrown  and  I 
gather  it  will  bear  a  profile  of 
P.  H.  Pearse  on  the  obverse  side, 
with  the  statue  of  Cuchulain  in 
the  General  Post  Office  on  the 
reverse.  This  piece  of  sculpture  by 
Oliver  Sheppard  is  one  of  those 


most  seen  in  Dublin,  and  while 
some  find  it  most  impressive  in 
its  artistry  and  symbolism,  it  is 
harshly  criticized  by  others.  All 
might  agree,  however,  that,  be¬ 
cause  of  its  size  and  bronze 
colour,  it  could  be  displayed  to 
much  better  effect  elsewhere  than 
in  the  vastness  of  the  G.P.O.” 

The  Easter  Rising  which  this 
coin  commemorates  was  the  most 
important  single  event  in  Ireland’s 
fight  for  independence,  and  plays 
a  role  in  that  island’s  history 
roughly  equivalent  to  the  Battles 
of  Lexington  and  Concord  in  our 
own.  The  Rising  has  served  as  the 
subject  of  countless  books  and 
plays,  including  Sean  O’Casey’s 
The  Plough  and  the  Stars  and 
Iris  Murdoch’s  recent  novel,  The 
Red  and  the  Green.  The  Easter 
Rehellion,  by  Max  Caulfield,  pro¬ 
vides  a  vivid  hour-by-hour  account 
for  readers  interested  in  a  de¬ 
tailed  analysis. 

Briefly,  the  Easter  Rising 
stemmed  from  turmoil  caused  by 
several  factors — the  demand  for 
Home  Rule,  the  counterdemand 
from  loyalists  in  Ulster  for  Union 
with  Great  Britain,  the  ambi¬ 
valent  position  of  Ireland  in  Brit¬ 
ain’s  war  with  Germany,  the  de¬ 
sire  for  complete  severance  of  ties 
with  Britain  through  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Republic,  etc. 

Two  groups,  the  Irish  Volun¬ 
teers  and  the  Irish  Citizen  Army, 
planned  to  rise  in  rebellion  on 
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Easter  Sunday.  Through  the 
efforts  of  Roger  Casement,  Ger¬ 
man  munitions  were  to  be  landed 
on  the  southwest  coast.  The  whole 
countryside  would  rise  up  against 
the  British  and  Irish  independence 
would  be  proclaimed  and  defended. 

By  the  time  the  Rising  was 
scheduled  to  take  place,  it  was 
evident  that  there  was  no  chance 
of  success.  The  German  guns  had 
not  landed.  Casement,  landed 
from  a  German  U-boat  in  County 
Kerry,  was  captured  by  the 
British,  transported  to  England, 
and  subsequently  hanged  for  trea¬ 
son.  The  Rising  itself  was  first 
canceled;  then,  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  inevitable  defeat, 
it  was  scheduled  again  for 
Monday  at  noon. 

The  leaders  of  the  rebellion 
knew  that  the  Rising  would  be 
crushed,  that  they  themselves 
would  be  killed.  They  went  ahead 
anyway,  convinced  that  their  goal 
of  Irish  independence  could  be 
best  advanced  through  their  own 
martyrdom.  History  would  prove 
them  right.  Before  the  Rising, 
majority  opinion  in  Ireland  by  no 
means  favored  a  republic.  The 
Volunteers  and  the  Citizen  Army 
were  generally  regarded  as  a 
nuisance,  a  band  of  probably 
harmless  extremists  who  could 
only  hurt  the  cause  for  moderate 
Home  Rule.  The  great  mass  of 


SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

Subscription  orders  must  reach 
this  office  before  the  10th  of 
June  in  order  to  have  the 
subscription  begin  with  the  July 
issue  of  the  Journal.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  received  after  the  10th  of 
June  will  begin  with  the  August 
issue.  Back  issues  of  the  Journal 
are  available  only  in  sets.  Sub¬ 
scriptions  will  not  begin  with  the 
previous  month’s  issue. 


Dubliners  confined  their  personal 
participation  in  the  Rising  to  loot¬ 
ing  and  attempting  to  stay  alive. 
They  only  hoped  that  the  rebellion 
would  end  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  that  a  portion  of  their  city 
would  still  be  standing  afterward. 
The  countryside,  rather  than 
rising  in  open  revolt,  ignored  the 
incident  entirely. 

Yet  after  the  affair  was  ended, 
after  all  of  Sackville  Street  lay 
smoking  in  ruins,  after  forces  on 
both  sides  and  not  a  few  innocent 
bystanders  had  been  killed,  after 
the  leaders  of  the  Rising  had  been 
put  to  death  by  British  firing 
squads,  the  mood  of  the  Irish 
people  turned  full  circle.  The 
rebels,  now  conveniently  martyred 
by  British  bullets,  became  en¬ 
shrined  as  popular  heroes.  The 
blame  fell  not  on  them  for  start¬ 
ing  the  uprising  but  on  the  British 
for  suppressing  it.  The  great 
change  in  Irish  sentiment  became 
quickly  apparent  in  the  election 
of  1918,  when  the  republican  Sinn 
Fein  party  swept  the  nation.  It 
was  the  Easter  Rising,  inevitably 
doomed  to  failure  before  a  single 
shot  was  fired,  that  made  possible 
all  the  later  steps  toward  the 
establishment  of  a  free  Ireland. 

The  events  of  Easter  Week  may 
be  summarized  briefly.  On  Mon¬ 
day,  April  24,  detachments  of  the 
Citizen  Army  captured  various 
strongholds  in  Dublin.  The  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  rebellion  was  the 
General  Post  Office  in  Sackville 
Street,  where  Padraic  Pearse 
read  the  Proclamation  of  the 
Irish  Republic  —  “Irishmen  and 
Irishwomen:  In  the  name  of  God 
and  of  the  dead  generations  from 
which  she  receives  her  old  tradi¬ 
tion  of  nationhood,  Ireland, 
through  us,  summons  her  children 
to  her  flag  and  strikes  for  her 
freedom.  .  .” 


Page  424 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  JUNE,  1966 


On  Saturday,  April  29,  after 
intermittent  fighting  throughout 
the  city,  Pearse  ordered  the  gen¬ 
eral  surrender.  In  the  course  of 
the  next  two  weeks,  more  than  a 
dozen  leaders  of  the  Rising  were 
executed  by  the  British.  These 
included  the  seven  signatories  of 
the  Proclamation — Sean  McDer¬ 
mott,  Thomas  Clarke,  Edmund 
Kent,  James  Connolly,  Joseph 
Mary  Plunkett,  and  Pearse  him¬ 
self.  The  final  execution,  in  which 
the  invalided  Connolly  was 
strapped  to  a  chair  before  a  firing 
squad,  took  place  a  full  two  weeks 
after  the  surrender.  By  this  time 
the  endless  parade  of  executions 
had  turned  public  opinion  from 
hostility  towarcj  the  rebels  to 
revulsion  at  the  British  counter¬ 
measures,  and  the  pathetic  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  Connolly’s  mar¬ 
tyrdom  intensified  this  feeling. 

The  course  of  Irish  independ¬ 
ence  did  not  flow  smoothly  from 
this  point  on.  The  Black  and  Tan 
wars,  the  Treaty,  the  ugly  Civil 
War,  all  of  this  still  loomed  ahead. 
But  the  Easter  Rising  set  all  of 
this  in  motion,  and  the  new  silver 
ten  shilling  piece  will  commemo¬ 
rate  the  courageous  stand  of 
heroes  who  had  no  higher  hopes 
than  martyrs’  graves. 

The  coin  will  be  only  a  portion 
of  the  Golden  Jubilee  celebra¬ 
tion.  A  series  of  commemorative 
stamps  will  honor  each  of  the 
seven  signers  of  the  Proclama¬ 
tion.  And,  according  to  the  Irish 
Independent : 

“It  can  be  assumed  that  there 
will  be  a  proliferation  of  commer¬ 
cially-produced  medals  and  badges 
commemorating  the  Rising,  and 
in  an  effort  to  have  artistically 
acceptable  standards,  the  Arts 
Council  has  launched  a  design 
competition  with  a  prize  of  £100 
for  the  winning  entry.  This,  I  am 


told,  will  be  made  available  to 
commercial  interests  free  of 
charge,  and  will  go  a  long  way 
toward  preventing  the  flood  of 
atrocities  one  might  otherwise  ex¬ 
pect. 

“A  new  medal,  with  the  laurel 
wreath  motif,  will  be  issued  for 
presentation  to  all  who  now  hold 
the  1916  service  medal  (there  are 
between  900  and  1000  of  these), 
and  the  ancient  Company  of  Gold¬ 
smiths  of  Dublin  (founded  in 
1637)  has  authorized  the  striking 
of  a  special  jubilee  mark  on  all 
items  of  Irish-manufactured  gold 
and  silver,  other  than  jewelry  and 
watchcases,  during  1966.  The 
mark  will  include  both  years  and 
the  sword  of  light,  which  has  been 
featured  for  long  on  our  stamps. 
This  is,  as  far  as  I  know,  a  new 
departure  for  the  Company  of 
Goldsmiths  and  will  undoubtedly 
enhance  the  value  of  1966-made 
articles  in  the  future.” 


MODERN  FOREIGN 
PROOF  SETS 

While  proof  sets  are  not  my  specialty, 
I  do  have  many  of  them.  Here  are  a  few: 

Andorra  I960  proof  50  diner,  no 

case  . 40.00 

Andorra  1964  prf  set,  2  coins  in 

case  at  issue  price .  . .  51.00 

Australia  1962  Vii  I  d  Perth,  rare  30.00 
Australia  1963  ,  I  d  Perth,  rare  40.00 

Austria  1965  prf  set  in  folder,  4  vars  12.50 
Ceylon  1957  I,  5  Rupees,  single  set, 


no  case  . 57.50 

Cyprus  1963  proof  set  in  case . 13.00 

Bermuda  1964  prooflike  crown,  in 

case  .  8.50 

Ghana  proof  crown  in  case .  12.50 

Malawi  proof  set  in  case . 12.50 

Maidive  I  si .  I960  proof  set  in  case  35.00 
So.  Africa  1963  short  proof  set  in 

case  . 35.00 

same,  1964  set,  in  case . 19.50 

South  Arabia  proof  set  in  case .  9.75 


A  few  others  on  hand,  plus  a  nice  stock 
of  modern  foreign  coins,  including  new 
and  recent  issues  (my  specialty).  Lists 
free. 

LAUREN  BENSON 

512-K  Putnam  Bldg. 

Davenport,  Iowa  52801 
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DEALERS 

WANTED 

% 

ONLY 

West  Indies  Coins 

WHOLESALE  SERVICE 

1600-1880 

We  feature  the  world’s  finest 
quality  supplies.  If  you  are 
within  150  miles  of  Evansville 
all  orders  $50.00  or  more  will 
be  shipped  prepaid. 

Tokens,  Regular  Issues  and  the 
Cut  and/or  Counter-stamped 
Spanish,  French,  British,  Dutch, 
and  United  States  used  in  the 
Caribbean  area. 

STERLING 

RAY  BYRNE 

Life  Member,  A.N.A.— A.N.S. 

NUMISMATIC  SUPPLIES 

1351  Washington  Avenue 
Evansville,  Indiana 

701  N.  Negley  Ave. 
Pittsburgh  6,  Penna. 

Phone  (412)  441-0738 

CHOICE 

WHOLESALE 

Silver  Dollars 

SERVICE 

UNCIRCULATED 

Coin  &  Stamp  Supplies 

1878-79-80-81-82  S  mint;  1883- 
84-85-1899-1900-01-02-04  O  mint 
Beautiful  Unc.  coins.  $3.00  ea.  The 
lot  1 3  coins  $35.00. 

W rite  for  Catalogue 
on  your  letterhead 

ADELPH1A 

One  hundred  page 

price  list  50$ 

Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 

NORMAN  SHULTZ 

Box  746 

902  Arch  Street 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84110 

Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 
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NEW  COINAGE  OF  II  HUG  LAY 

by  Ernesto  O.  Araujo  Villagran 
(translated  from  the  Spanish) 

Nkw  Characteristics  in  this  New  Coinage 


A  total  of  2,780,000  dollars, 
equivalent  to  a  prescribed  value 
of  743  million  pesos,  has  been 
placed  into  circulation  at  this 
time  in  Uruguay,  by  stages,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  needs  of  the  Bank 
of  the  Republic.  The  Department 
of  Emission  of  the  bank  arranged 
for  these  coins  through  a  contract 
with  the  Chilean  Mint. 

As  contained  in  the  general 
order,  the  new^money  entering 
circulation  consists  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  denominations:  $10  (pesos), 
$5,  $1,  50,  and  20  Centesimos. 
After  $400  million  in  $10  coins 
(40  million  pieces)  and  $250  mil¬ 
lion  in  $5  coins  (50  million 


pieces)  are  coined,  they  will  enter 
circulation.  The  $1  issue  will 
equal  60  million  pesos,  providing 
a  good  ratio  between  the  various 
denominations. 

The  alloy  of  these  higher  value 
coins  is  a  combination  of  pure 
aluminum,  electrolytic  copper  and 
pure  nickel  in  percentages  of  6%, 
92 %  and  2%  respectively.  The 
two  lower  denominations  referred 
to — 50  and  20  Centesimos — are 
struck  in  pure  aluminum.  A  point 
to  bring  out  in  thinking  about  the 
20  Centesimos  coin  is  that  it  re¬ 


turns  newly  to  commerce,  having 
been  struck  previously  in  silver, 
in  the  year  1954.  Afterwards  it 
was  retired  from  circulation  and 
a  25  Centesimos  piece  of  copper- 
nickel  was  introduced  in  1960. 

Coinages  of  the  new  aluminum 
50  Centesimos  will  be  in  the 
amount  of  $25  million  (50  million 
pieces)  and  for  the  20  Centesimos, 
restored  to  commercial  use,  the 
amount  of  $8  million  (40  million 
pieces) . 

One  may  point  out  that  the  in¬ 
trinsic  value  of  these  last  two 
coins  does  not  even  approach  in 
any  way  their  nominal  value,  a 
very  prudent  measure  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  their  highest  value  as 


simple  metal.  In  this  form  their 
application  in  industry,  or  for 
other  uses,  is  avoided.  Earlier 
coinages  of  silver,  nickel  and 
bronze  were  used  in  this  manner, 
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provoking  the  situation  just 
passed  in  which  there  was  prac¬ 
tically  a  total  lack  of  minor 
coinage  in  circulation. 

The  weights  and  sizes  of  the 
10,  5  and  1  peso  pieces  are  9,  7 
and  5  grams,  respectively,  with 
diameters  of  28,  25  and  22  milli¬ 
meters.  The  aluminum  coins 
measure  23.5  and  20  millimeters 
respectively. 

The  moderate  design  of  the 
higher  value  pieces  is  represented 
on  the  obverse  by  the  head  of 
Jose  Gervasio  Artigas,  national 
hero  of  our  country  and  champion 
of  independence,  surrounded  by 
the  legend  “Republica  Oriental 
del  Uruguay,  Artigas,  1965.”  Ap¬ 
pearing  on  the  reverse  in  the 
central  portion  is  the  National 
Arms  surrounded  by  19  stars  (in¬ 
dicating  the  territorial  division  of 
the  Republic  into  19  Depart¬ 


CURRENCY  OF  MEXICO 

"BILLETES  DE  MEXICO" 

This  is  the  NEW  CATALOG 
written  by  Sr.  GAYTAN  of  Mex¬ 
ico  City,  the  FOREMOST  AU¬ 
THORITY  on  MEXICAN  BANK¬ 
NOTES.  The  text  is  in  Spanish, 
but  it  is  as  EASY  TO  USE  as  any 
catalog  printed  in  English,  and  it 
contains  the  Simplified  Number¬ 
ing  System  that  is  being  adopted 
by  the  dealers  and  collectors  in 
the  United  States.  Every  known 
Mexican  bill  is  listed,  including 
hundreds  that  are  not  in  earlier 
catalogs. 

ONLY  3,000  printed;  A  GOOD  BUY  $4.50 
REVOLUTIONARY  BILLS 

Ten  Different  Crisp  notes,  only  2.00 

Write  for  our  large  free  monthly 
list.  In  addition  to  coins  of  all 
periods,  we  have  a  very  extensive 
stock  of  Mexican  banknotes,  and 
we  carry  all  the  new  albums  and 
catalogs. 

RICHARD  A.  LONG 

COINS  AND  CURRENCY  OF  MEXICO 
Box  14561  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70808 


ments).  This  occupies  two-thirds 
of  the  space,  and  in  the  lower 
third  the  value  is  inscribed. 


For  the  minor  values  (50  and 
20  Centesimos)  the  design  is  the 
same  on  the  obverse;  but  the  re¬ 
verse  is  different  in  that  the 
value  in  numerals  is  placed  in  the 
center.  In  the  lower  area  and 
surrounding  the  value  are  two 
olive  branches  fastened  as  a  rib¬ 
bon.  All  the  coins  carry  on  the 
obverse  in  small  size  the  letters 
S°,  traditional  sign  for  the  mint 
at  Santiago. 

The  shipments  received  and 
placed  in  circulation  up  to  the 
moment  consist  of  one  million 
pieces  of  the  $1  coin,  $500,000  in 
the  50  Centesimos  value  and 
$400,000  of  20  Centesimos  coins. 
When  the  higher  values  ($5  and 
$10)  are  released,  we  will  return 
to  the  subject  and  illustrate  them 
along  with  detailed  descriptions. 

CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion,  the  important  in¬ 
novations  brought  in  with  this 
new  coinage  are  as  follows:  first, 
the  coinage  of  an  issue  of  $5 
pieces,  an  occurrence  previously 
unknown  in  the  numismatic  his¬ 
tory  of  Uruguay;  and  second,  the 
appearance  of  the  metal  alumi¬ 
num  in  our  national  coinage. 

Montevideo ,  April  1,  I960 
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The  Bouquet  Sous  and  Early  Bank  Tokens 


In  1837  the  copper  currency  in 
Lower  Canada  was  in  a  worse 
state  than  that  of  any  other 
Canadian  colony.  The  colony  was 
flooded  with  lightweight  brass, 
issued  anonymously  to  supple¬ 
ment  the  insufficient  supply  of 
battered  English  copper.  The 
colony  was  so^  short  of  small 
change  that  anything  in  copper 
or  brass  the  size  of  a  halfpenny 
would  pass  for  one.  American 
cents,  old  French  sous,  the  Span¬ 
ish  8  maravedis,  the  Austrian 
kreuzer  of  1816,  the  Danish  skill¬ 
ing  of  1771,  and  certain  Nor¬ 
wegian  and  Swedish  coppers  of 
approximately  the  same  size  were 
all  accepted  as  halfpennies  in 
change. 

The  first  effort  to  reform  the 
situation  was  made  about  1835  by 
the  Bank  of  Montreal.  The  Bank 
issued  an  attractive  token  depict¬ 
ing  a  bouquet  of  the  heraldic 
flowers  of  the  British  Isles,  with 
a  maple  leaf  and  an  ear  of  wheat 
on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  bore 


the  value  in  French.  The  value  is 
erroneously  spelled  UN  SOUS, 
presumably  through  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  careless  writing  of  the 
order  for  the  coinage  and  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  French  language  on 
the  part  of  the  Birmingham  en¬ 
gravers.  Despite  the  error,  the 
tokens  were  eagerly  accepted  by 
the  people.  The  following  year  the 
bank  was  allowed  to  circulate 
tokens  with  its  name  added  to  the 
inscriptions.  The  new  tokens  have 
the  same  misspelling  of  the 
French  value,  as  the  French- 
speaking  people  looked  for  this 
error  as  a  guarantee  that  the 
copper  coins  were  good.  Charl¬ 
ton’s  catalogue  lists  these  tokens 
as  No.  95  and  No.  96. 

In  1837  La  Banque  du  Peuple 
issued  a  beautiful  sou  which  was 
struck  at  Belleville,  New  Jersey. 
The  bouquet  was  shown  on  the 
obverse  with  French  inscriptions. 
The  value,  spelled  correctly,  was 
enclosed  by  a  wreath  of  maple 
leaves  on  the  reverse,  and  the 


Charlton  96  (B  714) 
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Charlton  97  <B  715) 


bank’s  name  appeared  outside. 
This  token,  Charlton  97,  appears 
with  the  wreath  open  or  closed  at 
the  top. 

The  second  token  of  this  bank 
(Charlton  98)  is  the  famous  “Re¬ 
bellion  Sou,”  designed  by  Jean 
Marie  Arnault  of  Montreal.  The 
obverse  shows  a  different  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  usual  bouquet.  On 
the  reverse  the  value  is  enclosed 
by  five  large  maple  leaves.  On  the 
left  is  a  small  star,  and  on  the 
right  is  a  small  head  wearing  a 
liberty  cap.  It  is  said  that  these 
devices  were  added  to  the  design 
at  the  instigation  of  a  bank 
accountant  sympathetic  to  the 
rebels  of  1837. 

Evidently  the  City  Bank 
planned  to  coin  copper  but  could 
not  secure  permission  from  the 
government.  The  two  extreme 
rarities,  Charlton  54  and  55 
(Breton  672  and  673),  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  struck  for  the 
City  Bank.  They  are  the  only 
bouquet  sous  with  no  part  of  their 


inscriptions  in  French.  They  are 
said  to  be  patterns,  but  oddly 
enough  the  single  known  specimen 
of  Charlton  54  and  the  three  or 
four  of  55  are  worn  from  having 
been  in  circulation.  Electrotypes 
of  both  these  pieces  were  made  at 
the  time  of  their  discovery.  Both 
are  the  work  of  Jean  Marie  Ar¬ 
nault. 

The  bank  tokens,  however,  were 
not  enough  to  satisfy  the  demand 
for  small  change.  An  exchange 
broker  named  Dexter  Chapin,  of 
Montreal,  ordered  imitations  of 
the  bank  sous  from  Belleville, 
New  Jersey,  and  these  were  put 
into  circulation  in  large  numbers. 
These  pieces  all  bore  the  usual 
bouquet  on  the  obverse,  with  the 
value  UN  SOU  in  a  wreath  on 
the  reverse,  all  legends  being  in 
French.  They  became  popular 
among  the  French-Canadians, 
and  the  separatists  of  the  day 
would  use  nothing  else.  The  bou¬ 
quet  sous  came  to  be  known  as 
the  “Sous  des  Patriotes”  because 


Charlton  98  (B  716) 
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Charlton  f»4  (B  672) 


of  this.  In  those  clays,  the  eve  of 
the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  of 
1837,  the  rebels-to-be  and  their 
sympathizers  were  called  “les 
Patriotes.”  Government  support¬ 
ers  were  called  “les  Bureaucrats.” 

The  tokens  of  Dexter  Chapin 
were  followed  by  other  imita¬ 
tions  struck  in  Birmingham  and 
Montreal.  The  Birmingham  sous 
(Charlton  88-94)  are  similar  in 
style  to  the  issues  of  the  Bank  of 
Montreal.  Charlton  94  (B-712)  is 
interesting  because  of  its  simi¬ 
larity  to  73  (B-691),  which  in 
turn  resembles  some  of  the  Belle¬ 
ville  issues.  The  sous  of  Montreal 
are  the  most  interesting.  Charlton 
56  (B-674),  the  work  of  Jean 
Marie  Arnault,  is  known  in  cop¬ 
per  and  brass.  Large  numbers  of 
Tiffin  and  Bust  &  Harp  tokens 
returned  to  circulation  through 
serving  as  blanks  for  striking 
Charlton  56.  In  copper  this  sou  is 
known  struck  over  Charlton  233a 
(B-997  with  the  U.S.  flag). 
Charlton  66  (B-684)  is  a  crudely 


struck  sou  on  a  large,  thin  flan 
in  copper  or  pale  bronze. 

One  of  the  most  famous  of  all 
bouquet  sous  is  Charlton  71  (B- 
689),  unknown  before  1863  when 
the  dies  were  discovered  on  the 
premises  of  a  drug  store  in  Mont¬ 
real.  A  few  original  strikings 
were  found  at  the  same  time.  The 
dies  were  given  to  the  Numismatic 
and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Mont¬ 
real,  who  arranged  for  the  issue 
of  some  restrikes.  Like  the  origi¬ 
nals,  these  early  restrikes  were 
struck  without  a  collar.  The  dies 
were  then  fitted  with  a  collar  and 
more  restrikes  made.  These  later 
restrikes  exist  in  silver,  copper, 
bronze,  brass,  and  lead.  No  re¬ 
strikes  have  been  made  since  1890 
or  thereabouts. 

The  so-called  “Boston  sou”  was 
discovered  about  1890,  and  is  of 
different  style  from  any  of  the 
others.  It  shows  a  large,  sparsely- 
arranged  bouquet.  Nearly  all 
specimens  are  proofs,  and  all  are 
found  in  Boston.  It  is  unlikely 


Charlton  71  (B  689) 
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Charlton  72  (B  690) 


that  this  token  (Charlton  72) 
ever  circulated  in  Canada. 

The  strangest  of  all  the  sous 
is  Charlton  52  (B-670).  It  is  a 
mule  of  a  bouquet  obverse  with 
the  reverse  of  a  rejected  Amer¬ 
ican  store  card.  Both  dies  are 


Charlton  52  (B  670) 


badly  cracked.  It  is  by  far  the 
heaviest  of  the  sous,  almost 
equaling  an  American  cent  in 
weight,  which  is  most  unusual  for 
any  token  made  for  Canadian  cir¬ 
culation  in  those  days. 

All  these  varieties  quickly  be¬ 
came  a  nuisance,  and  all  the 
newspapers  of  the  day  voiced 
strong  opposition  to  the  continued 


use  of  “Bad  sous.”  Bad  though 
they  were  in  the  sense  that  they 
were  counterfeit  bank  tokens, 
they  were  far  better  in  quality 
than  the  tons  of  brass  and  black¬ 
smith  tokens  used  earlier.  Never¬ 
theless,  they  had  to  go,  and  banks 
were  obliged  to  refuse  the  bou¬ 
quet  sous.  Reform  of  the  currency 
began  just  as  the  rebellion  broke 
out,  with  the  release  of  the  well- 
known  Habitant  tokens  into  cir¬ 
culation. 


W e  are  distributors  of 
Coin  &  Stamp  supplies 
featuring  the  complete 
WHITMAN  Line. 

CHARLTON 

COIN  &  STAMP 

COMPANY 

LIMITED 

J.  E.  &  M.  CHARLTON 

92  Jarvis  St. 

Toronto  1,  Canada 
Established  194V 
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hr  Walter  Breen 


UNITED  STATES  MINT  ISSUES 

( Continued  front  Mar) 

Half  Dollars 

1795.  A  in  STATES  over  E. 

Beistle  5-1;  Haseltine  5.  One  of  the  less  rare  varieties  of  the  date, 
but  popular  from  the  error. 


1795.  Final  S  in  STATES  over  a  D. 

B.  13-S;  H-13.  15  to  20  or  so  reported  in  all. 


1806  over  9. 

The  6  first  inverted  (rotated  180°  as  usual)  then  corrected.  Two  re¬ 
verse  dies.  Guide  Book  price  is  for  B.  2-B  (H-l,  leaf  away  from  I  in 
AMERICA);  the  other  variety,  B.  2-C,  with  the  leaf  touching  I,  is 
extremely  rare. 
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1807.  50  over  20. 

At  least  two  obverses,  the  rarer  one  the  “Vandyke  beard”  variety 
illustrated  by  Taxay.  Despite  contrary  claims,  the  commoner  variety 
of  the  50/20  is  by  far  the  commonest  1807  bust  left  coin,  and 
forms  the  majority  of  specimens  of  the  type.  Left  outer  curve  of  2 
shows  at  upper  left  of  5,  and  it  is  sometimes  weak. 

1810.  T  over  slanting  T. 

T  in  UNITED  first  cut  leaning  crazily  to  one  side,  then  corrected. 
B.2-B;  H-l.  Scarce. 

1813.  50  C  over  UNI.  Very  rare. 

B.  1-A;  H-l.  Usually  found  in  VG  to  Fine,  rarely  better.  The  C  partly 
hides  the  U;  NI  are  between  zero  and  C.  Evidently  Scot  or  Reich  or 
some  apprentice  began  UNITED  below  claws  and  corrected  it  after 
punching  three  letters.  Worn  specimens  are  likely  to  be  passed  over 
unnoticed. 

1829.  UNITEDSTATES  as  one  word;  large  letters. 

Beistle  3-E,  one  of  4  or  5  large  letter  varieties  for  the  year.  The  DS 
are  closer  together  than  some  letters  in  AMERICA — really  amateurish 
spacing  of  the  legend,  probably  from  unfamiliarity  with  the  extra  large 
letters  newly  supplied.  This  variety  is  very  rare  in  mint  state. 


1836.  50  over  00. 

Not  in  B.  or  H.  Left  curve  of  0  visible  at  left  of  5.  Four  proofs  and 
about  15  or  20  business  strikes  seen,  most  of  the  latter  well  worn. 
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1837.  C  in  AMERICA  an  inverted  G. 

This  is  really  a  diecutter’s  slip — a  misplaced  serif — if  not  a  die  break. 
Very  rare  in  mint  state;  usually  weakly  struck  at  AMERICA  and  often 
therefore  not  noticed. 


1844.  O.  Double  date. 

Logotype  first  punched  far  too  high,  overlapping  base,  then  corrected. 


1846  over  lazy  6. 

A  three-digit  logotype  made  the  184,  then  a  6  punch  rotated  90°,  which 
was  corrected  only  too  late.  Usually  found  well  worn. 

1849.  Double  date. 

Four-digit  logotype  first  punched  in  far  to  left,  almost  the  diameter 
of  the  1  away  from  its  final  position,  then  corrected;  the  eight  digits 
overlap  almost  as  spectacularly  as  in  the  1955  “shift”  cent.  Only  three 
seen.  Discovered  by  Waldo  Newcomer. 

1892  O.  “Microscopic”  O.  Very  rare. 

The  O  punch  intended  for  marking  quarter  dollars  was  used  in  error. 
Less  than  fifteen  seen  in  all  over  the  past  17  years. 


Silver  Dollars 

1795  over  1195. 

Bolender  1,  10  and  16.  First  of  these  is  one  of  the  two  commonest 
varieties  of  the  year,  the  other  two  virtually  unobtainable.  On  the  B-l, 
an  outside  berry  is  under  I  in  AMERICA;  on  both  rare  ones,  the  near¬ 
est  berry  is  under  C,  not  I.  Evidently  the  date  had  first  been  begun 
too  far  to  right  and  then  corrected. 
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1799.  Fifteen  reverse  stars. 

Comes  with  1799/8  obverse  or  with  the  “irregular”  date,  showing  final 
9  punched  low  and  tilted  crazily  to  right.  Scot  recognized  that  this 
was  a  blundered  reverse,  as  he  greatly  enlarged  two  end  clouds  (left 
and  right)  to  cover  the  two  extra  stars.  Only  their  tips  peep  out  from 
behind  these  two  clouds. 


1878.  Eight  tail  feathers. 

Immediately  criticized  as  a  blunder  and  many  reverse  dies  altered  by 
regrinding  and  central  hub  elements  (eagle  wreath  and  motto)  resunk 
into  the  individual  working  dies,  producing  the  next  item  to  be  listed. 
Apparently  416,000  business  strikes  and  700  proofs  struck.  Several 
minor  “shifts”  exist,  obv.,  rev.,  or  both. 


1878.  7  over  8  tail  feathers. 

Of  some  fifty  dies  altered  in  the  manner  above  described,  at  least  six 
(some  say  ten  or  twelve)  show  tips  of  extra  tail  feathers  peeping  out 
from  behind  and  beneath  the  seven-feather  device.  I  have  seen  speci¬ 
mens  showing  parts  of  three,  4,  5,  or  6  feather  tips  showing.  Others 
are  reported  with  1,  2,  7  or  8  extra  tips;  these  are  apparently  much 
more  rare.  There  are  also  coins  showing  doubled  motto,  doubled  legs 
and  claws,  or  other  doubled  details  except  for  tail  feathers.  See  Leroy 
C.  Van  Allen’s  book  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollar  Varieties,  1965. 
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1878.  I  over  R  in  PLURIBUS. 

Production  of  the  1878  dollars  was  done  in  extreme  haste  and  often 
with  careless  workmanship.  An  interesting  and  important  error  was 
committed  on  an  early  obverse  die  in  which  an  I  punch  was  used  to 
recut  the  R  in  PLURIBUS.  The  result  is  an  easily  discernible  I  over  R, 
with  the  complete  I  visible  on  the  upright  of  the  R.  Apparently  this 
error  was  corrected  somewhat,  as  most  dollars  struck  from  this  die 
show  an  attempt  at  blending  the  I  into  the  R.  On  a  few,  however,  the 
mistake  is  wholly  in  evidence.  Discovered  by  Neil  Shafer. 

N.B.  Minor  size  deviations  in  mintmarks  on  Morgan  dollars  are  not 
listed  here  as  mint  errors  as  there  is  no  clear  evidence  of  wrong 
punches  having  been  used.  There  are  also  minor  “shifts”  for  almost 
every  subsequent  date  and  mintmark  of  Morgan  dollars;  the  listing 
for  these  would  be  endless.  The  famous  1880/79  Philadelphia  and 
1880/79  CC  dollars  (see  cut  below)  are  not  really  errors  unless  one 
maintains  that  they  originated  in  a  wrong  choice  of  date  logotype  at  a 
time  when  dies  were  being  made  for  both  1879  and  1880 — a  defensible 
position,  though  not  one  for  which  we  can  claim  certainty.  The  1880/79 
Philadelphia  is  extremely  rare,  the  four  varieties  of  1880/79  CC  of 
varying  degrees  of  rarity.  Rarest  of  the  CC’s  is  the  1880/79  with  9 
showing  plainly  and  with  parallel  arrow  feathers  on  reverse  (a  left¬ 
over  1878  die).  Specimens  showing  nothing  more  than  a  small  hyphen¬ 
shaped  relief  mark  below  base  of  second  8  are  not  overdates;  this 
mark  is  found  on  the  majority  of  1880  CC  coins  and  on  many  of  other 
mints  as  well. 


1882  <)  over  S.  Rare. 

This  is  reported  for  other  dates  as  well. 

1882  O  over  slanting  O. 

This  also  is  reported  for  other  dates.  There  are  also  several  with  S’s  cut 
over  something  indistinguishable. 
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1884  O  over  C.  Very  rare. 

Engraver  began  to  punch  CC  mintmark,  then  altered  first  C  to  an  0. 

1884  0  over  S.  Very  rare. 


1900  O  over  CC.  Very  rare. 

Two  minor  varieties  of  reverse.  Apparently  two  CC  dies,  returned 
from  Carson  City  to  Philadelphia  when  the  branch  mint  closed  in  1893, 
were  held  undefaced  and  repunched  with  O  preparatory  to  being  re¬ 
shipped  to  New  Orleans.  Why  the  seven  year  delay  in  reshipment  is 
unknown. 


Trade  Dollars 

1875  S  over  CC.  Ex.  rare. 

Apparently  a  pure  blunder.  Both  regular  S  and  regular  CC  dies  were 
made  from  the  Type  I  hub  (berry  under  claw).  The  S  over  CC  was 
publicized  by  Hank  Bieciuk,  in  one  of  the  New  Netherlands  auctions, 
and  in  Don  Taxay’s  book,  but  despite  the  publicity  and  subsequent 
search,  not  more  than  five  specimens  are  reported  as  of  this  writing. 


Gold  Dollars 

1856  Double  S.  Very  rare. 

Mintmark  first  punched  far  too  high  and  to  right,  then  corrected.  Four 
or  five  reported,  the  discovery  coin  being  pictured  in  New  Netherlands 
54th  sale.  Note:  The  minor  doubling  showing  on  profile  and  stars  of 
many  gold  dollars,  especially  mintmarked  ones,  does  not  mean  mint 
error;  rather,  it  is  a  matter  of  attempts  to  bring  out  the  designs  and 
letters  clearly  in  the  hubbing  process  by  using  two  or  three  or  more 
impressions.  See  my  pamphlet  on  the  gold  dollar  varieties  (Hewitt 
Bros.,  1964). 

1860  S.  Inverted  S.  Rare. 

Identifiable  by  lower  curve  of  mintmark  being  smaller  than  upper 
curve.  Cf.  lot  787,  New  Netherlands  51st  sale. 

1873  Open  3.  LIBERTY  missing  from  headband. 

This  is  a  result  of  a  worn  hub  and  a  too  vigorously  lapped  die.  Scarce; 
cf.  lot  405,  New  Netherlands  55th  sale. 

1874.  Same  as  last. 

Several  varieties;  if  anything,  commoner  than  with  partial  or  full 
LIBERTY. 

(To  be  concluded ) 
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RECENT  COUNTERFEITING  PRACTICES 
OBSERVED  IN  ASIA 


by  J.  G.  Cornett 

Increasing  awareness  by  Asians  of  the  profitable  markets  for  scarce 
or  rare  crowns  has  brought  more  than  increasing  prices.  One  welcome 
benefit  that  wider  selling  markets  and  higher  prices  have  brought  is 
the  increased  flow  of  collectible  coins  into  the  silver  markets.  Nowa¬ 
days  rural  owners  can  get  such  a  bonus  price  for  their  hoarded  crowns 
that  it  is  profitable  to  let  them  go  to  the  runners  who  scour  the  country 
areas.  More  and  more  have  been  available.  Recently  this  writer  has 
been  offered  relatively  sizeable  lots  of  Pillar  Dollars,  Straits  Dollars, 
British  Trades  and  French  Indo-China  Piastres  which  have  come  out  of 
the  Kra  peninsula,  the  areas  of  North  Malaysia  and  South  Thailand. 
These  coins  are  genuine;  they  are  appearing  in  response  to  the  higher 
prices  bid  for  thepi  in  America,  Japan  and  Europe.  The  trend  cannot 
last,  since  the  source  is  limited,  but  during  the  winter  of  1965-66  it  has 
been  evident  in  Asia. 

However,  an  undesirable  effect  of  the  cupidity  of  silversmiths  re¬ 
sulting  from  these  same  higher  prices  is  that  of  counterfeiting.  With 
great  skill,  many  scarcer  coins  are  being  copied  in  handcasts,  tooled, 
then  offered  for  sale  to  represent  the  rarities.  Illustrated  here  are 


Examples  of  counterfeits. 
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several  which  were  very  recently  picked  up  knowingly  in  Bangkok. 
They  are  not  manufactured  in  Bangkok,  but  probably  came  from 
Hong  Kong,  Saigon  or  Cambodia.  The  latter  is  especially  suspect  for 
papers  report  that  there  is  widespread  counterfeiting  of  various  'stable 
currencies  in  that  country.  These  coins  are  fair  imitations  and  they 
do  fool  the  inexperienced  collector — or  more  usually  the  inexperienced 
runner  who  has  been  out  into  the  back  country  sweeping  up  coins  for 
resale  in  Bangkok  or  Saigon.  Once  in  a  while  an  extremely  well  made 
counterfeit  shows  up.  For  example,  the  LIMA  Pillar  dollar  illustrated 
is  skillfully  cast  and  subsequently  tooled  to  give  it  every  appearance 
of  authenticity.  It  is  only  under  a  microscope  that  the  tiny  air  holes 
which  reveal  the  casting  process  appear.  Likewise,  the  Minh  Mang  and 
Than  Thieu  Crowns  are  not  too  badly  done,  and  the  Chinese  Fantasy 
Double  Tael  is  rather  good. 

These  illustrations  show  some  commoner  examples  of  the  counter- 
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fetters’  activities  in  Asia  today.  There  are  others  which  I  declined  to 
take  and  thus  failed  to  get  the  illustrations.  Notable  among  these  is 
the  Automobile  Dollar  of  the  Chinese  issues  (a  very  popular  counter¬ 
feiters’  target),  Japanese  Trade  Dollar,  and  others  of  the  rarer  Pillar 
dollar  issues.  All  of  these  illustrated  came  to  me  knowingly  as 
counterfeits  from  honest  dealers  who  knew  of  my  interest,  and  I 
acquired  them  as  falsities.  Some  salesmen  in  the  Orient  are  not  so 
honorable.  Perhaps  elsewhere  as  well.  Therefore,  the  collector  of  rarer 
crown  issues  (and  the  same  applies  to  scarce  or  rare  gold  pieces) 
should  be  cautious  in  assuring  himself  that  he  is  getting  an  authentic 
example.  The  alloys  used  are  the  same  as  the  original  coin;  thus,  it 
requires  a  little  closer  examination  of  the  item  to  determine  the 
validity  of  the  strike.  But  it  is  very  difficult  to  imitate  a  struck  coin 
with  a  cast  counterfeit.  Usually  the  signs  can  be  found. 

Additionally,  collectors  should  be  wary  of  BU  and  proof-like  issues 
of  those  coins  which  were  originally  struck  in  India,  especially  in  the 
case  of  rarer  issues  where  the  dies  may  have  been  retained  by  Indian 
mints  after  the  departure  of  the  British.  I  have  seen  absolutely  perfect 
Straits  Dollars,  Rupees  and  other  output  of  the  Calcutta  and  Bombay 
Mints  which  it  appears  are  restrikes,  albeit  genuine  in  every  respect, 
from  the  original  dies  which  appear  to  have  been  repolished.  Generally 
speaking,  these  coins  simply  look  too  good  to  be  true  and  that  seems 
to  be  the  case.  They  are  fine  examples  of  the  art.  But  they  are,  in 
many  instances,  un-marked  restrikes  of  the  present  time. 

Counterfeiting  in  tlie  Philippines 

Mr.  Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  reports  on  facts  concerning  certain 
counterfeiting  practices  going  on  in  the  Philippines,  as  follows: 

a.  False  counterstamps,  very  good  jobs,  are  quite  common.  As  the 
coins  used  as  undertypes  are  almost  all  genuine,  the  counterstamps 
are  often  very  difficult  to  distinguish. 

b.  All  Isabel  and  Alfonso  gold  has  been  counterfeited,  the  pieces 
coming  primarily  from  Hong  Kong.  They  are  made  with  very  good 
dies. 

c.  Pillar  dollars  are  being  struck  locally,  using  dies  cut  to  represent 
worn  coins.  Some  have  good  silver  weight  and  others  seem  to  be  made 
of  an  alloy. 

d.  10  Centavos,  1904  P  being  made  from  1904  S,  by  sanding  off  the 
mint  mark. 

e.  10  Centavos,  1909  S  from  1919  S,  the  numeral  1  being  removed 
and  a  zero  inserted. 

f.  20  Centavos,  1904  P  from  1904  S  as  above. 

g.  50  Centavos,  1900  P  from  an  upside  down  9. 

h.  One  Pes'o,  1904  P  from  1904  S,  as  above.  These  are  excellent 
jobs;  even  on  some  EF  and  BU  specimens  it  was  necessary  to  use  a 
strong  glass  to  spot  them  as  alterations. 

i.  One  Peso  1906  S,  not  only  being  made  from  upside  down  9’s  but 
also  being  struck  from  dies.  Some  are  cast,  then  sand  blasted  to 
hide  the  telltale  bubbles;  later  they  are  passed  off  as  sea  salvaged. 
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Foreign  Currency  Exchange  Kates 

Prices  for  one  foreign  currency  unit  in  U.S.  Dollars  as  of  May  1 1966. 
supplied  through  the  courtesy  of  DEAK  &  CO.  (TIMES  SQUARE) 
INC.,  1478  Broadway,  New  York,  New  York  10036. 


Country  &  Currency 

O  flic  ial 
Rate 

Free 

Rate 

Aden, Dinar 

2.80 

2.72 

Afghanistan,  Afghani 

.022 

.0135 

Albania,  Lek 

.020 

.0066 

Algeria,  Dinar 

.204 

.15 

Andorra,  Fr.  Franc 

.2025 

.2060 

Andorra,  Sp.  Peseta 

.0167 

.017 

Angola,  Escudo 

.0348 

.027 

Antigua,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Argentina,  Peso 

Free 

.0043 

Ascension,  Pound 

2.80 

2.72 

Australia,  Dollar 

1.12 

1.12 

Austria,  Schilling 

.0385 

.0396 

Bahamas,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Bahrain,  Dinar 

2.10 

1.40 

Barbados,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Basutoland,  S.  Afr.  Rand 

1.40 

1.37 

Bechuanaland,  S.  Afr.  Rand 

1.40 

1.37 

Belgium,  Franc 

.020 

.0204 

Bolivia,  Peso 

.0821 

.08 

Brazil,  Cruzeiro 

Free 

.000455 

Br.  Guiana,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Br.  Honduras,  Dollar 

.70 

.58 

Br.  Solomon  I.,  Dollar 

1.12 

1.12 

Brunei,  Malaya  Dollar 

.33 

.328 

Bulgaria,  Lev 

.855 

.39 

Burma.  Kyat 

.21 

.067 

Burundi.  Franc 

.02025 

.006 

Cambodia,  Riel 

.0285 

.01 

Cameroons,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Canada,  Dollar 

.925 

.93 

Cape  Verde  I.,  Escudo 

.0348 

.027 

Cayman  I.,  Jam.  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Central  Af.  Rep.,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Ceylon,  Rupee 

.21 

.1025 

Chad,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Chile,  Escudo 

.313 

.20 

China  (Formosa), 

New  Taiwan  $ 

.025 

.0247 

China  (Peiping),  Yuan 

.406 

— 

Colombia,  Peso 

Free 

.057 

Congo  (Brazzav.),  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Congo  (Leopoldv.),  Franc 

.0061 

.0025 

Cook  I.,  Pound 

2.80 

2.20 

C osta  Rica,  Colon 

.1509 

.14 

Cuba,  Peso 

1.00 

— 

Curacao,  Guilder 

.53 

.53 

Cyprus,  Pound 

2.80 

2.69 

Czechoslovakia,  Koruna 

.1389 

.033 

Dahomey,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Denmark,  Kroner 

.1447 

.146 

Dominica,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Dominican  Rep.,  Peso 

1.00 

.80 

Ecuador,  Sucre 

.0555 

.052 

Egypt,  Pound 

2.30 

1.33 

Ethiopia,  Dollar 

.403 

.40 

Falkland  I.,  Pound 

2.80 

2.20 

Fiji,  Pound 

2.51 

2.40 

Finland,  Markka 

.312 

.31 

France,  Franc 

.2025 

.2060 

Fr.  Oceania,  CFP  Franc 

.0112 

.0103 

Gabon,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Gambia,  Br.  W.  Af.  Pound 

2.80 

2.70 

Germany,  East,  Ostmark 

.45 

.10 

Germany,  West,  Deutche  Mark 

.25 

.2505 

Ghana,  Cedi 

1.16 

.45 
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Official 

Free 

Country  &  Currency 

Rate 

Rate 

Gibraltar,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Gilbert  &  Ellice,  Dollar 

1.12 

1.12 

Great  Britain,  Pound  Sterling 

2.80 

2.825 

Greece,  Drachma 

.033 

.033 

Greenland,  Danish  Kroner 

.1447 

.146 

Grenada,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Guatemala,  Quetzal 

1.00 

.92 

Guinea,  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Haiti,  Gourde 

.20 

.19 

Honduras,  Lempira 

.50 

.49 

Hong  Kong,  Dollar 

.175 

.175 

Hungary,  Forint 

.0852 

.023 

Iceland,  Krona 

.02325 

.023 

Ifni,  Peseta 

.0167 

.017 

India,  Rupee 

.21 

.1075 

Indonesia,  Rupiah 

* _ 

— 

Iran,  Rial 

.013 

.0125 

Iraq,  Dinar 

2.80 

2.58 

Ireland,  Pound 

2.80 

2.825 

Israel,  Pound 

.3333 

.33 

Italy,  Lira 

.00161 

.00162 

Ivory  Coast,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Jamaica,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Japan,  Yen 

.00278 

.00263 

Jordan,  Dinar 

2.80 

2.79 

Kenya,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Korea,  South,  Won 

.0037 

.00357 

Kuwait,  Dinar 

2.80 

2.79 

Laos,  Kip 

.0042 

.002 

Lebanon,  Pound 

Free 

.33 

Leeward  I.,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Liberia,  Dollar 

1.00 

1.00 

Libya,  Pound 

2.80 

2.43 

Liechtenstein,  Swiss  Franc 

Free 

.233 

Luxembourg,  Franc 

.020 

.0204 

Macao,  Pataca 

.21 

.18 

Malagasy  Rep.,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Malaysia,  Dollar 

.33 

.328 

Maidive  I.,  Ind.  Rupee 

.21 

.125 

Mali,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Malta,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Martinique,  Franc 

.204 

.203 

Mauritania,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Mauritius,  Rupee 

.21 

.13 

Mexico,  Peso 

.080 

.08 

Monaco,  French  Franc 

.2025 

.206 

Montserrat,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Morocco,  Dirham 

.198 

.165 

Mozambique,  Escudo 

Muscat,  Ind.  Rupee 

.0348 

.027 

.21 

.125 

Nauru,  Shilling 

.112 

.11 

Nepal,  Rupee 

.132 

.11 

Netherlands,  Guilder 

.277 

.279 

New  Caledonia,  CFP  Franc 

.0112 

.0103 

*1  NDONESI A — We  have  omitted  the  official  and 
free  quotations  for  Indonesia.  This  country  has  just 
revalued  its  currency — 1,000  Rupiah  (old)  will  he 
equivalent  to  1  (new)  Rupiah.  It  is  expected  that 
this  revaluation  will  alter  the  recent  rates,  and  up  to 
the  present,  we  have  not  received  quotations  based 
on  the  new  revaluation.  We  hope  to  have  this  in¬ 
formation  in  our  next  quotation  list. 
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Country  &  Currency 

New  Guinea  (Irian), 

Rupiah  Irian  Barat 
New  Hebrides,  CFP  Franc 
New  Zealand,  Pound 
Nicaragua,  Cordoba 
Niger,  CFA  Franc 
Nigeria,  Pound 
Niue.  N.Z.  Pound 
Norfolk  I.,  Dollar 
No.  Borneo,  Malaya  Dollar 
Norway,  Krone 
Pakistan,  Rupee 
Panama,  Balboa 
Papua  &  N.  Guinea,  Dollar 
Paraguay,  Guarani 
Peru,  Sol 
Philippines,  Peso 
Pitcairn  I.,  Pound 
Poland,  Zloty 
Portugal,  Escudo 
Reunion,  CFA  Franc 
Rhodesia,  Pound 
Rumania,  Lei 
Russia,  Ruble 
Rwanda,  Franc 
Ryukyu  I.,  U.S.  Dollar 
St.  Kitts-Nevis, 

Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 
St.  Lucia,  B.  W.  In.  Dollar 
St.  Pierre  &  Miq.,  CFA  Franc 
Sao  Tome,  Escudo 
St.  Vincent,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 
El  Salvador,  Colon 
Samoa,  Pound 
San  Marino,  It.  Lira 
Sarawak  (Malaysia), 

Malayan  Dollar 
Saudi  Arabia,  Riyal 
Senegal,  CFA  Franc 
Seychelles,  Rupee 
Sierra  Leone,  Leone 
Singapore,  Malayan  Dollar 
Somalia,  Somalo 
S.W.  Africa,  S.  Afr.  Rand 
South  Africa,  Rand 
Spain  &  Col.,  Peseta 
Straits  Settle.,  Malayan  Dollar 
Sudan,  Pound 
Surinam,  Guilder 
Swaziland,  S.  Afr.  Rand 
Sweden,  Krona 
Switzerland,  Franc 
Syria,  Pound 
Tanzania,  E.  Af.  Shilling 
Thailand,  Baht 
Timor,  Escudo 
Togo,  CFA  Franc 
Tokelau  I.,  N.Z.  Pound 
Tonga,  Pound 

Trim  &  Tob.,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 
Tunisia,  Dinar 
Turkey,  Lira 
Turks  &  Caicos, 

Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 
Uganda,  E.  Af.  Shilling  • 
Lruguay,  Peso 
Venezuela,  Bolivar 
Viet-Nam  (South),  Piastre 
Virgin  I.,  U.S.  Dollar 
Voltaic  Rep.,  CFA  Franc 
Wallis  &  Fortuna,  CFP  Franc 
Yemen,  Rial 
Yugoslavia,  Dinar  (new) 
Zambia,  Pound 


Offic  ial 

Free 

Rate 

Rate 

.277 

.21 

.0112 

.0103 

2.80 

2.65 

.1429 

.14 

.0041 

.004 

2.80 

2.77 

2.80 

2.65 

1.12 

1.12 

.33 

.328 

.14 

.141 

.21 

.1375 

1.00 

.90 

1.12 

1.12 

F  ree 

.0072 

Free 

.0375 

Free 

.26 

2.80 

2.50 

.25 

.012 

.0348 

.036 

.0041 

.004 

2.80 

2.75 

.167 

.043 

1.111 

.45 

.020 

.006 

1.00 

1.00 

.588 

.59 

.588 

.59 

.0041 

.004 

.0348 

.027 

.588 

.59 

.40 

.38 

1.40 

.95 

.00161 

.00162 

.33 

.328 

.222 

.225 

.0041 

.004 

.21 

.1075 

1.40 

1.36 

.33 

.328 

.14 

.14 

1.40 

1.37 

1.40 

1.37 

.0167 

.017 

.33 

.328 

2.87 

2.00 

.53 

.53 

1.40 

1.37 

.193 

.195 

Free 

.233 

Free 

.27 

.14 

.136 

.048 

.0478 

.0348 

.027 

.0041 

.004 

2.79 

2.65 

2.24 

1.95 

.588 

.59 

2.38 

.92 

.111 

.0895 

.588 

.59 

.14 

.130 

Free 

.0148 

Free 

.222 

.0085 

.0069 

1.00 

1.00 

.0041 

.004 

.0112 

.0103 

.56 

— 

.08 

.08 

2.80 

2.70 

MEXICAN  COINS 

SERGIO  TORRES  MARTINEZ 
S.N.M.  —  83-A  ANA  47228 


COLONIAL  COINS 

Dates  of  my  choice.  VF  Condition 


1.  Real— Philip  II— Cob . $  2.50 

PILLAR  TYPE 

Fine  Condition.  King  and  date  of  my  choice 
1/2  Rl.  $2.50,  2  Rls.  12.00.  8  Ills .  33.00 

BUST  TYPE 

Fine  Condition.  Dates  of  my  choice 
Charles  III—  V2  R.  2.20,  2  Rls.  $6. 

8  Rls .  17.50 

Charles  IIII— 1792/1804— %  Rl.  2.40. 

1  R1.  3.60.  8  Rls .  8.00 

Ferdinand  VII—  V2  Rl.  2.00,  8  Rls .  7.50 

BALANCE  SCALES 

Mints  and  dates  of  my  choice.  F/VF  Cond. 
0.25  2.00,  0.50  2.50,  1.00  .  6.50 

REPUBLIC 

Dates  of  my  choice 
8  Rls.  Mexico,  Guanajuato  and  Za¬ 
catecas,  Very  Fine.  Each  .  2.50 

8  Rls.  Chihuahua.  Culiacan,  Durango, 

and  Potosi.  Very  Fine.  Each .  4.00 

8  Rls.  Hermosillo,  Alamos  and  Guada¬ 
lajara.  Fine.  Each  .  6.00 

8  Rls.  Oaxaca.  Fine.  Each  .  10.00 

The  eleven  Mints  for  .  42.50 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS  MEXICANOS 


10  Centavos  (copper)  F — Large .  3.50 

20  Centavos  (copper)  VF — Large  .  3.00 


50  Centavos  (silver)  EF.  1906/17  .85. 

1919  Tv. II  $2;  1935  .80;  1943/5  .60; 

1950  .30;  1959  (bronze)  BU  .20; 

Rare  dates  1938  Fine  18.00;  1942  VF  2.50 
1  Peso  (silver)  VF/EF.  1910  7.50; 

1911  and  1913  10.00,  L.  on  Horse. 

1918  Rad.  Cap.  4.50;  1919  Rad. 

Cap.  3.50;  1943/45  Rad.  Cap  .85; 

(set  pesos  Rad.  Cap.  1918/45,  nine¬ 
teen  coins  22.50);  1950  Morelos  .80; 

1957  Juarez  1.50;  1965  Morelos 


Brill.  Une . 35 

2  Pesos  (silver)  Fine  1921  Comm,  of 

the  Independence  .  10.00 

5  Pesos  (silver)  ALT  1947/8  Cuauh¬ 
temoc  2.00;  1951/3  Hidalgo  1.50; 

1955/7  Hidalgo  .  1.00 

5  Pesos  Comm,  (silver)  EF  1953 
Hidalgo  2.00;  1957  Juarez  3.50; 

1959  Carranza  .  1.80 

10  Pesos  (silver)  EF,  1955  Hidalgo  $3; 

1956  Hidalgo  .  2.50 

10  Pesos  Comm,  (silver)  EF/AU,  1957 
Juarez  13.50;  1960  Hidalgo  &  Ma- 

dero  .  2.50 

Onza  Troy — 1949  (silver)  Unc .  10.00 


MEXICAN  1966  COINS 

1.00.  20 <f.  10<*.  51.  U 

WITH  HOLDER 

1  Set  1.20.  5  Sets  5.40,  10  Sets  10.00 
50  Sets  without  holder  25.00 

All  kinds  of  Mexican  Colonial.  Republican, 
((evolutionary,  20th  Century’s  Coins  and 
medals.  Special  price  lists  for  dealers  and 
collectors.  For  special  dates  and  Mints  send 
your  want  list.  For  orders  under  $5.00  please 
add  50<i  for  postage. 

Personal  check  with  order  will  he  accepted. 


SERGIO  TORRES  MARTINEZ 

Apdo.  Postal  M-7392  Mexico  1,  D.F. 
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lawans 


(Continued  from  Mar) 


SYD  827  MARCUS  AEMILIUS 
LEPIDUS  (66  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Head  of  Roma  (?)  Rev.,  Statue 
of  M.  Aemilius  Lepidus 

This  is  the  famous  and  wealthy 
Lepidus  who,  with  Marc  Anthony 
and  Octavian  formed  the  trium¬ 
virate  which  ruled  Rome  after 
the  death  of  Caesar.  He  held  a 
number  of  high  offices  in  govern¬ 
ment,  but  finally  was  requested  to 
retire  by  Octavian  ...  a  request  to 
which  he  wisely  acceded.  Octavian 
was  ultimately  given  the  name  of 
Augustus  by  the  senate  and  be¬ 
came  the  first  of  Rome’s  emper¬ 
ors.  The  reverse  of  this  coin  pic¬ 
tures  M.  Aemilius  Lepidus,  an 
ancestor  of  this  moneyer  who  was 
consul  in  187  B.C.  This  ancestor 
seems  to  have  been  a  remarkable 
person  for  it  was  told  that  he  was 
in  the  army  at  the  age  of  15  and 
that  he  slew  an  enemy  while  still 
at  that  age  and  also  saved  the  life 
of  a  civilian. 

SYD  830b 


Denarius:  Head  of  Roma  (?)  Rev.,  Statue 
of  M.  Aemilius  Lepidus 


This  denarius  is  essentially  the 
same  as  the  preceding  denarius 
of  Lepidus  with  the  exception 
of  its  reverse.  There  we  find  a 
lengthy  inscription  which  reads, 
AN  XV  PR.  H.O.C.S.  (Annorum 
quindecim  progressus  hostem  oc- 
cidit,  civem  servavit)  Liberally 
this  means,  “who,  in  his  fifteenth 
year  slew  an  enemy  and  saved  the 
life  of  a  citizen.”  As  stated  above 
under  the  preceding  coin,  this 
refers  to  an  ancestor  of  this  mon¬ 
eyer  who  was  in  the  army  at  the 
age  of  fifteen. 

SYD  833 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Vestal  Virgin 
Aemilia.  Rev.,  The  Basilica 
Aemilia 

Aemilia,  a  member  of  this  gens 
and  an  ancestor  of  this  moneyer, 
was  a  famous  Vestal  virgin  who, 
according  to  legend,  made  a  mis¬ 
take  which  could  have  well  proven 
to  have  been  fatal.  It  seems  that 
she  allowed  one  of  the  sacred  fires 
in  the  temple  of  Vesta  to  go  out 
.  .  .  a  crime  punishable  by  death 
.  .  .  but  that  she  prayed  to  Vesta 
and  then  threw  one  of  her  loveliest 
garments  upon  the  dead  embers 
causing  them  to  burst  into  flames. 
The  reverse  records  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  Basilica  Aemilia  by 
the  father  of  this  moneyer  during 
his  consulship  in  78  B.C. 
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SYD  838  PUBLIUS  SULPICIUS 
GALBA  (65  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Vesta.  Rev.,  Knife, 
axe  and  simpulum  (ladle) 

This  moneyer  had  been  chosen 
to  be  one  of  the  judges  in  the 
trial  of  the  infamous  Verres,  but 
had  been  rejected  (through  some 
means  whereby  the  accused  had  a 
right  to  reject  a  judge  for  cause) 
because  of  his  reputation  for 
strict  adherence  and  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  law.  He  seems  to  have 
been  pontifex  majdmus  in  57  B.C. 
and  an  augur  in  49  B.C.  The  head 
of  Vesta  on  the  obverse  of  this 
coin  and  the  sacrificial  imple¬ 
ments  on  its  reverse  refer  to  this 
moneyer’s  duties  as  curule  aedile. 

SYD  835  LUCIUS  MANLIUS 

TORQUATUS  (65  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Sibylla.  Rev., 
Tripod,  amphora,  stars,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  torque 

Torquatus  held  various  offices 
in  government  and,  in  49  B.C., 
accompanied  Pompey  to  his  de¬ 
feat  at  Pharsalia  in  Greece.  Flee¬ 
ing  to  Africa,  he  was  seized  by 
Caesar’s  forces  and  put  to  death. 
The  appearance  of  Sibylla  on  the 
obverse  of  this  coin  alludes  to  the 
activities  of  an  ancestor  of  this 
moneyer  who*  had  been  a  member 
of  the  religious  college  which  had 
charge  of  the  Sibylline  books  and 
performed  the  duties  required 
by  this  order.  (The  Sibylls 
were  supposed  to  have  been  di¬ 


vinely  inspired  and  to  have  had 
the  power  of  foretelling  future 
events.  These  they  put  into  verse 
and  entered  them  into  books). 
Each  member  of  this  college  had 
a  tripod  as  his  symbol  and  this 
symbol  appears  on  the  reverse  of 
this  coin  along  with  a  highly 
ornamented  twisted  collar  called 
a  torque  (a  word  we  use  today  in 
much  the  same  sense).  The  torque 
is  a  pun  on  the  name  Torquatus 
and  the  background  of  the  use  of 
this  word  is  as  follows:  an  earlier 
member  of  this  gens  fought  and 
defeated  an  enormous  chief  of  the 
Gauls  who  challenged  the  Romans 
to  send  out  one  of  their  numbers 
to  do  battle  with  him.  This  an¬ 
cestor,  T.  Manlius,  then  took  the 
great  twisted  collar  from  the 
Gaul  and  wore  it  about  his  neck 
gaining  for  himself  and  his  prog¬ 
eny  the  cognomen  Torquatus. 

SYD  841e  CAIUS 

CALPURNIUS  PISO 
L.f.  FRUGI  (64  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Apollo.  Rev., 
Naked  horseman 

As  this  moneyer’s  name  indi- 


YOUR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
the  forwarding  of  second  class 
mail.  To  insure  the  prompt  de¬ 
livery  of  your  magazine  please 
furnish  the  publishers  your 
change  of  address  before  you 
move.  For  the  July  issue,  changes 
of  address  must  reach  WHITMAN 
NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL  before 
June  10. 

Address  all  correspondence  to 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL,  1220  Mound  Avenue, 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.,  JUNE,  1966 


Page  445 


cates,  he  was  the  son  of  Lucius 
.  .  .  who  was  praetor  in  74  B.C. 
and  who  had  also  held  the  office  of 
moneyer  in  90-89  B.C.  Caius  was 
quaestor  in  58  B.C.  and  used  every 
means  to  void  the  banishment  of 
Cicero,  his  father-in-law,  but  to 
no  avail.  The  head  of  Apollo  on 
the  obverse  and  the  naked  rider 
on  the  reverse  which  appears  not 
only  on  this  coin,  but  on  prac¬ 
tically  every  coin  of  this  mon- 
eyer’s  issues  ...  in  a  variety  of 
slight  variations  ...  is  an  allusion 
to  the  establishment  of  the  games 
to  Apollo,  the  ludi  Apollonares, 
by  an  ancestor  of  this  moneyer. 
The  output  of  Caius  Calpurnius 
was  among  the  most  extensive  of 
the  entire  Republican  series. 

SYD  886  CAIUS  CONS1DIUS 
NONIANUS 
(63-62  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Bust  of  Venus  Erycina.  Rev., 
Temple  on  mountain  surrounded 
by  wall 

Little  is  known  about  this  mon¬ 
eyer  other  than  that  he  might 
have  been  a  brother  of  M.  Con- 
sidius  Nonianus,  praetor  in  52 
B.C.  The  cult  of  Venus  Erycina, 
who  appears  upon  the  obverse  of 
this  coin,  was  originated  in  Sicily 
and  brought  to  Rome  about  181 
B.C.  Her  name  Erycina  stems 
from  the  community  of  Eryx  in 
Sicily.  The  reverse  seems  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  story  of  the  obverse  and 
we  see  there  the  letters  ERVC  for 
ERUCINA,  another  spelling  of 
her  name.  The  moneyer’s  name 
on  the  obverse  is  in  the  genitive 
(possessive)  case. 


SYD  885  MARCUS  NONIUS 

SUFENAS  (63-62  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Saturn.  Rev., 
Roma  seated  on  pile  of  weapons, 
holding  spear  &  sword 

This  seems  to  be  the  same  per¬ 
son  who,  in  56  B.C.,  was  tribune 
of  the  plebs  and  propraetor  in 
Asia  in  50  B.C.  He  was  one  of 
Pompey’s  generals  at  Pharsalia 
in  Greece  where  Caesar  inflicted 
a  final  and  crushing  defeat  upon 
his  opponent.  The  reverse  seems 
to  commemorate  the  institution  of 
the  games,  perhaps  by  this  mon¬ 
eyer’s  father,  which  celebrated 
Sulla’s  victory  at  the  Collatine 
Gate  in  Rome.  The  inscription  is 
a  lengthy  one,  reading  SEX 
NONI  PR  L.V.P.F.,  liberally, 
Sextus  Nonius,  praetor  who  first 
instituted  the  games  to  Victory 
(Sextus  Nonius  praetor  ludos 
Victoriae  primus  fecit). 

SYD  879  FAUSTUS 

CORNELIUS  SULLA 
(63-62  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Diana.  Rev.,  Sulla 
seated.  Before  him,  Bocchus  offering 
olive  branch.  Behind  him  Ju- 
gurtha,  hands  tied 

Faustus  was  the  son  of  the 
dictator  Lucius  Sulla.  He  accom¬ 
panied  Pompey  into  Asia  in  63 
B.C.  and  was  present  at  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  Jerusalem.  Augur  and 
city  quaestor  (quaestor  urbanus) 
in  54  B.C.,  he  married  Pompey’s 
daughter  and  was  appointed  pro- 
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praetor  to  Mauretania  in  Africa 
by  his  father-in-law.  At  the  battle 
of  Thapsus  in  Africa  in  46  B.C. 
he  was  captured  and  during  a 
camp  riot,  was  murdered.  The 
bust  of  Diana  on  the  obverse  of 
the  coin  tells  us  of  the  worship 
of  her  cult  by  this  moneyer’s 
father.  The  lituus,  also  on  the 
obverse  of  the  coin,  reminds  us 
that  the  dictator  held  the  office 
of  augur.  (The  lituus  was  the 
augur’s  wand).  The  reverse  refers 
to  the  elder  Sulla’s  victories  over 
Bocchus,  king  of  Mauretania,  and 
Jugurtha,  king  of  Numidia,  who 
is  shown  with  his  hands  tied 
behind  his  back. 

SYD  880  ♦. 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  young  Hercules. 
Rev.,  Diana  in  biga,  crescent  &  stars 

Here  Diana  appears  again,  but 
this  time  on  the  reverse.  The  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Hercules  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  with  a  lion’s  skin  on  his 
shoulders  might  refer  to  the 
elder  Sulla’s  successes  in  Africa. 

SYD  882 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  young  Hercules. 

Rev.,  Four  wreaths  around  globe 

This  coin  seems  to  be  dedicated 
to  Faustus’  father-in-law,  Pom- 
pey,  for  Hercules  was  a  hero  of 
Pompey’s  youth.  The  globe  on  the 
reverse  apparently  is  a  reference 
to  Pompey’s  victories  in  most  of 


the  world,  more  specifically  in 
Asia,  Africa  and  Europe.  The  end 
of  a  ship’s  prow,  called  an 
aplustre,  calls  to  mind  Pompey’s 
victories  at  sea  .  .  .  perhaps  over 
the  great  pirate  hordes.  The 
wreaths  refer  to  the  triumph  cele¬ 
brated  by  Pompey  for  his  vic¬ 
tories  and  to  the  wreath  which 
had  been  given  to  him  at  that 
time  (63  B.C.). 

SYD  884 


Denarius:  Obv:  Bust  of  Venus.  Rev., 
Three  military  trophies  between 
jug  (capis)  and  lituus  (wand) 

Here  we  have  an  allusion  to 
the  consecration  of  a  temple  to 
Venus  by  Pompey  in  55  B.C.  The 
three  trophies  on  the  reverse 
symbolize  Pompey’s  three  tri¬ 
umphs. 

NOTE:  The  above  four  coins  are 
grouped  together  for  the  sake  of 
convenience,  but  the  last  two  are 
generally  thought  to  have  been 
struck  at  a  later  date,  54  B.C. 

(To  be  continued) 


“ Really ,  honey,  I  don't  think  the 
cat  wants  to  go  out  right  now." 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  . . 

YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 


SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  in  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces¬ 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 


Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 


Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 
Rich's 
Baltimore 
Hutzler's 
Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 

Buffalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 
Chevy  Chase 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 
Chicago 

Marshall  Field 
Cincinnati 
H.  &  S  Pogue  Co. 
Cleveland 

Higbee  Company 


Columbus 

F.  &  R.  Lazarus 

Denver 
May-D  &  F 

Detroit 

J.  L.  Hudson 

Hartford 

G.  Fox  &  Co. 

Houston 

Foley's 

Indianapolis 

L.  S.  Ayres 

Los  Angeles 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Milwaukee 

Gimbels 


New  Orleans 
Maison  Blanche 


Richmond 

Thalhimers 


New  York 

Gimbels 


St.  Louis 

Famous-Barr 


Omaha 

Brandeis 


San  Antonio 

Joske's 


Panorama  City 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Paramus 

Gimbels 

Pasadena 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Philadelphia 

Gimbels 

Pittsburgh 

Kaufmann's 


San  Diego 
May  Co. 

San  Francisco 
The  Emporium 

San  Mateo 

The  Emporium 

Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 
Skokie 

Marshall  Field 


Portland 

Meier  &  Frank 


Washington,  D.C. 

Woodward  &  Lothrop 
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CHOICE  CANADIAN 


All  Brilliant  Uncirculated  if  not  otherwise  indicated.  It's  true,  that  you  can  do 
better  at  Bebee's — that  is,  IF  it's  TOP  Quality  coins  you  want."  A  Trial  Order 
will  convince  you  if  you  are  not  already  a  "Bebee  Booster". 


SILVER  DOLLARS 


1935  Nice  $42.50,  1936  Nice  $40.00 

1937  29.50,  1938  .  42.50 

1939  $22.50,  1945  65.00 

1949  PL  Gem  $45,  1951  15.00 

1952  W.L.  $15,  1953,  W.E.  10.50 

1955  P.L.  $99.50,  1957  P.L .  37.50 

1958  BU  5/$30,  $7.50,  PL  .  33.50 

PROOFLIKE  SPECIALS 

1959  $16,  I960  $10.50,  1961  .  10.00 

1962  7.50,  1963  5.50,  1964  .  5.00 

1959-1964  Set  (6)  $45,  1958-64  set  (7)  .  72.50 

GOLD  SOVEREIGNS 

All  BU  if  not  otherwise  indicated.  The  AU/ 
BU  are  nearly  Brill.  Unc. 

1909  ExFine  62.50,  AU  .  79.50 

1910  ExFine  62.50,  AU  .  79.50 

191  I  AU/BU  $18,  BU  .  23.50 

1917  AU/BU  22.50,  BU  .  26.00 

1913  AU/BU  . ?• . Write  for  price 

1914  AU/BU  79.50,  BU  .  97.50 

1918  AU/BU  22.50,  BU  .  26.00 

1919  AU/BU  25.00,  BU  .  29.00 

191  I- 1 7-1 8-19  AU/BU  .  77.50 

WANTED— 1965  Ptd.,  5  PL  Sets.  All  Offers 


Subject  to  Prior  Sale.  As  Thousands  do,  Buy 
Bebee's  Choice  Quality  Coins  and  make  your 
First  Cost  your  Last  Cost! 

NEW  ISSI 


ANNUAL  MINT  SETS 

1941  Set  (5).  Cent  to  50*  . 110.00 

1945  Set  (6).  Cent  to  Dollar  . 95.00 

1946  Set  (6).  Cent  to  Dollar  _ 115.00 

1947  Set  (6).  Cent  to  Dollar,  Blunt  7  ..  .195.00 

1948  Set  (6).  Cent  to  Dollar  . 465.00 

1949  Set  (6).  Cent  to  Dollar  ($  is  PL) ....  77.50 

1950  Set  (6).  Cent  to  Dollar .  42.50 

1951  Set  (7).  Cent  to  Dollar,  Includes 

Commemorative  Nickel  .  37.50 

1952  Set  (6).  Cent  to  Dollar  .  39.50 

1953  Set  (6).  Cent  to  Dollar.  Strapless...  36.00 

*1958  Set  (6).  Cent  to  Dollar  .  16.00 

"Investment  lot  of  50  sets.  Write  for  price. 

DELUXE  PLASTIC  HOLDERS 

For  Above  Mint  Sets,  Hold  single  Set.  With 
Title.  Clear  $2.25,  Color  (Red,  White,  Blue, 
Black,  Yellow  or  Green),  each  .  2.75 


SUPERB  PROOFLIKE  SETS 


1954 

. 137.50 

1955  .... 

132.50 

1956 

59.50 

1957  . 

50.00 

1958 

63.50 

1959  . 

29.50 

I960 

18.00 

1961  .. 

17.00 

1962 

.  10.50 

1963 

7.75 

1964 

.  8.75 

1965  pt  5  . 

.  5.00 

1965 

blunt  5  _  7.00 

1966  . 

.  5.00 

SUPERB  SET 

DOLLARS 

Beautiful  Complete  Set  (33),  including  all 
Major  Varieties  1935-1965.  After  1955  are 
Prooflike,  before  1956  Superb  BU  . 1095.00 

SPECIALS 


BHUTAN.  1966  Commemorative  Proof  Set  (4):  Cupro-nickel  3,  I,  Vi,  '4  Rupees. 


In  case.  Limited  issue .  11.50 

JORDAN.  1965  Proof  Set  (6).  In  Mother  of  Pearl  case  .  17.50 

Similar  Set.  Brilliant  Unc.  No  Case  .  .  4.50 

SOUTH  AFRICA.  1965  Proof  Set  (9).  Includes  2  gold.  In  case  .  69.50 

1965  Proof  Set  (2).  Gold  only.  In  case  . .  55.00 

1965  Proof  Set  (7).  No  Gold.  In  case  .  14.50 

ZAMBIA.  1965  Proof  Crown.  In  Box  .  6.75 

S  milar,  with  edge  inscription  reversed  . .  7.75 

As  last,  Brilliant  Unc.  ( 1 0/$2 1 .50 )  .  .  2.95 

Regular  edge,  Brilliant  Unc.  ( 1 0/$ 1 9 .50)  . .  . . .  2.65 


JUST  OFF  THE  PRESS 

"The  United  States  Mint  and  Coinage.  An  Illustrated  History  from  1776  to  Date" 

(Taxay).  416  pages.  A  MUST  in  every  Library  .  12.50 

"Coins  of  the  World  1750-1850"  (Craig).  The  long  awaited  Catalogue  that  precedes 
Whitman’s  Brown  Book.  Your  advance  order  will  be  much  appreciated — and  will 
be  mailed  on  publictaion  date,  June  15th  6  00 

Your  Name  in  GOLD  Free,  if  desired.  See  our  Catalogue  for  "400  Best  Sellers" 


TWO  GREAT  CATALOGUES 

1.  Greatest  Offering  (In  this  Century)  of  U.S.  Coins,  Currency  and  World  Coins.  84  pages. 

2.  1966  108  Page  Supply  Catalogue — Everything  in  Numis-Accessories  and  Books  (400 

"Best  Sellers").  All  at  Bebee's  down-to-earth  prices  and  Service  that  has  no  equal. 

Both  Catalogues  $1.00.  (FREE  with,  or  deductable  on  first  $25.00  orders). 


4514  North  30th  St.  (Area  402,  451-4766)  Omaha,  Nebraska  68111 

DEALERS:  Request  Free  Wholesale  Catalogue  on  your  letterhead  or  supply  proof 

that  you  are  an  established  Dealer. 


one  of  the  world's  great  books 


In  the  world  of  coins.  At  last,  the 
long-awaited  "COINS  OF  THE 
WORLD  1750-1850"  is  here.  No 
book  on  coins,  in  our  experience, 
has  generated  as  much  prepubli¬ 
cation  interest.  Bill  Craig,  the 
author  spent  4  years  in  assembling 
his  material,  all  packed  into  768 
pages.  The  book  lists  all  the  coins 
of  the  world  minted  from  1750  to 
1850.  It  covers  that  100-year  period  of  coins  prior  to  those  listed  in 
Whitman's  "Modern  World  Coins"  (some  of  you  call  it  the  Brown  Book)  — 
a  period  where  information  was  sorely  needed.  This  book  belongs  in 
every  collector's  library.  At  your  dealer's  and  other  stores.  $6.00.  No.  9363. 


Whitman  Publishing  Company,  Racine,  Wisconsin 


